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DESCRIPTION OF THE 



ISLANDS OF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND, 



Br 



SIR ROBERT SIBBALD, KNT. 



WORKS RELATIVE TO ORKNEY AND 

SHETLAND, 

ON SALE AT THE 

" WELL-KNOWN" ANTIQUARIAN AND HISTORICAL 

BOOK SHOP 

OF 

THOMAS G. STEVENSON, 

87, PRINCES STREET, EDINBURGH, 

(Second Door west of ike New Club). 

I. 

L — Acts and Statutes of the Lawting, Shebiff, and Justice Courts within 
Orkney and Zetland, M.Dc.n.-M.Dc.xLiy. — List of the Parishes and Islands, and 
Certificate of the number of Examinable Persons in Orkney and Zetland, with a 
Journal ftrom Kirkwall to Edinburgh, m.dcc.xlviii, 4to. sewed^ very cvHow, 10s. 6d. 

1840 

2. — Deeds relating to Orkney and Zetland, h.cccc.xxxiii.-m.d.lxxxi., iito, aevoed, 
7s. 6d. 1840 

*«* " The Deeds here printed are the most Ancient, Original Documents connected with 
Orkney and Zetland, which, after careful enquiry, have been found. They are 
interesting, as illustrative of Institutions and Customs that prevailed in these 
Islands when subject to the Crown of Norway, and which continued to exist for 
some time subsequent to their acquisition by ICing James III., in 1408." 
O At Mb. Maconochib's 8alb a Copy of this Wobk producbd 168. 

3. — Poetical Dbscriftions of Orknet, m.dc.lii., Sm. 4to.y sewed, 3s. 6d. 1835 

4. — Sutherland's (Duchess of) Views in Orkney and on the North-Eastern 
Ck>AST of Scotland ; containing 43 most beautiful etchings, done by the hand of her 
Grace, witii descriptions, folio, very elegantly bound in olive morocco extra* gilt leaves, 
by Hering, a remarkably fine and choice copy, £10, 10s. 1807 

*,)(* Of this very beautiful and interesting volume only One Hundred and Twenty Copies 
were Printed ; all of which were for Presents. Copies have produced at Sales 
Fifteen and Sixteen Guineas. The Plates, says a Foreign Critic, are executed, 
'* avec un esprit et une correction dont le plus habile inutateur de Rembrandt so 
ferait honneur." 

5. — The Rentall of the Provestrie of Ori^nat, A. B. h.d.lzzziv. 4to., curious, 
sHtchedf 3s. 6d. — 

6.— Trials for Witchcraft, Sorcery, and Superstition, in Orkney, 1624-1643, 
4to., sewed, very curicus, 7s. 6d. 1837 

*« *' These interesting Trials are printed from the Original Documents, recently dis- 
covered in Kirkwall." 

II. 

1. — Antiquarian Society of Scotland, (Transactions of the) 4to. Boards, V. Y. 

2. — ^Barry's History of the Orkney Islands, in which is comprehended an Account 
of their Present, as well as their Ancient State, 4to, map and pUtka, calf. ^A 
highly valmble work,** scarce, 31s. 6d. for 12s. 6d. and 18s. 6d. 1805 
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2 BOOKS RELATIVE TO ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. 

3. — Clerk's (John, of Eldm,) Justification of AfKenzie's Nautical Survey of the 
Orkney Islands and Hebrides, in answer to Dr. Anderscm's Accusations, Svo, ttUchedy 
scarce^ 2s. 6d. 1785 

4. — DeFoe's Tour thbouoh Oreat Britain, giving a Particular and Entertaining 
Account of whatever is curious and worth observation, 4 vols. 12mo, eld calff 6s. 1753 

5. — ^Edmonston's View of the Ancient and Present State of the Zetland Islands, in- 
cluding their Antiquities, Civil and Natural History, &c. 2 vols. Svo, mapf calf, scarce, 
10s. 6d.— 6oard», 7s. 1809 

6. — ^Hall, (Rev. James) A Trip to the Orkneys and Hebrides, with Travels in 
Scotland, including Characters and Anecdotes, 2 vols. roy. Svo, map a/nd plates, half' 
bownd, scarce, 30s. for 10s. 6d. 1807 

*«* "A Highly Curious and Interesting Work." 

7. — Hay's (Father) Genealogib of the Saintclaires of Roslin, 4to. plates,boards, 
18s. 1835 

\* " This curious Volume contains avast of highly interesting matt^ relative to Orkney." 

8. — ^Inquisitiones Speciales. — Orkney et Shetland, folio, (Extracted from the 
BeKmrs), 6s. 1811 

9. — Johnstone's Antiquitates CELTo-NoRMANiCiB, — Containing the Chronicles of 
May and the Isles, now first published compZcte, with an English Translation and Notes. 
— ^Antiquitates Celto-Scandicse, sive series rerum gestarum inter Nationes Britannica- 
rum Insularum et Gentes Septentrionales, Icelandic and Latin, 2 vols, in one, 4to. 
AaZ/-coZ/,9s.6d. 1786 

10. — Mackenzie's General Grievances and Oppressions of the Isles of Orkney and 
Shetland, with niostrative Papers, new edition, with a Memoir of the Author and Notes, 
by Groat and Chetne, sm. Svo, hoards, curious, 2s. 6d. 1836 

11. — Martin's Description of the Western Islands of Scotland, Including Orkney 
and Shetland, Svo, map, a good copy, calf, scarce, 6s. 6d. 1703 

\* '* This is the book which, having been put into the hands of Dr. Johnson when very 

?roung by his father, is supposed to have infused into him the first desire of visit- 
ng the Hebrides, of which he has given so interesting and humorous an account." 

12. — Miscellanea Scotica : A Collection of (curious amd scarce) Tracts, relating 
to the History, Antiquities, Topography, and Literature of Scotland, 4 vols. 12mo. 
hoards, scarce, 24s. 1818 

13. — Monteith's Description of the Isles of Orkney and Zetland, 1633. Re- 
prvfUed from the Edition of 1711, as published by Sir Robert Sibbald, Svo, with 
heatUiful facsimiles of the Rare Maps, hoards, 1845 

*0* '* Oni>y Onb Hundkbd and FoRTv-FrvB Copixs Pbintkd." 

14. — ^Neill's Tour through some of the Islands of Orkney and Shetland, with a 
view chiefly to objects of Natural History, Svo, half-bownd calf scarce, 6s. 1806 

15. — ^Feterkin's Rentals of the Ancient Earldom and Bishoprick of Orkney, with 
Explanatory and Relative Documents, and the Appendix, Svo, (not printed for sale), 
half-homd, rare, 10s. 6d. 1820 

16. Notes on Orkney and Zetland ; Illustrative of the History, Anti- 
quities, Scenery, and Customs of those Islands, with Notes, &c. Svo, plates, hoards, 
10s. 6d. for 6s. 6d. 1822 

17. Poems by Margaret Chalmers, Lerwick, Zetland, Svo, hoards, Is. 6d. 1813 

18. Shirreff's General View of the Agriculture of the Orkney and Shetland Islands, 
with an Appendix of curious Historical Documents, Notes, &c. Svo. plate, half-hound 
calf, very scarce, 14s. for 6s. 6d. 1814 

19. Sibbald's (Sir Robert) Description of Orkney and Zetland. Vide No. 13 of this 
list. 

20. Smith's Voyage to Shetland, together with his descriptions of Orkney, 1662, (Pre- 
paring for Publication,) 

21. Statistical Account (New) of Orkney, Svo, map, hoards, 5s. 6d. 1844 

22. Shetland, Svo, map, hoards, 4s. 6d. 1844 

23. ToRFAi (Thormodi) Universi Sbptentrionis Antiquitates, Seriem Dynas- 
tarum et Regum Duusb, sm. 4to, portrait, old calf gilt, " a truly valuable production,'" 
scarce, 18s. 6d. 1705 



BOOKS RELATIVE TO ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. S 

24. Trail verms Lyell. — Memorial for the Rev. George Trail ofHohisterj against 
the Rev. Thomas Lyell, of Lad/y-Parish, " Loudly accused by common fame as guilty 
of gro88 vrregtUarUieSy" with copy of the Libel, 4 to, curious, 3s. 1768 

25. Traill (Rev. Walter, of Lady-Parish) Proceedings of the Presbytery of North 
Isles relative to the, 8vo, Is. 1838 

26. (Rev. Walter, of Westove) Vindication of Orkney, in Answer to " Notes 

on Orkney," by Alex. Peterkin, No, 16 of this List, 8vo, (not printed for Bale) very, 
scarce, 4s. 1823 

27. Wallace's Account of the Islands of Orkney, with an Essay concerning the 
Thule of the Ancients, by Sir Robert Sibbald, sm. 8vo, best edition, rmp and plate, 
hownd, scarce, 7s. 6d. 1700 

Now Ready, in 8vo, price One Shilling, stitched, 

Catalogue of Rare, Valuable, Curious, and Important Books, in all departments 
of Literature, including Works relating to the History and Topography op Great 
Britain and Ireland, Chronicles, Heraldry, Genealogy, and Peerage Law, 
Parliamentary History and Proceedings, The Scottish Crown and the Re- 
BELUONS OF 1715-45, Works issued by the Record Commission, The Privately 
Printed Volumes of the Auchinleck Press, Abbotsford, Bannatyne, and Maitland 
Clubs, The Camden, English Historical, Percy, Shakespeare, Spalding, Surtees, 
and WoDROW Societies, Manuscripts relating to Scotland, Numismatics, Poetry, 
and the Drama, FACETiiK, Romantic Literature and Fictions, Witchcraft and 
Demonology Divinity and Ecclesiastical History, Classics and Translations, 
Law Civil and Criminal Trials, Arts and Sciences, Bibliography, Dancing, &c. 
&c. selected from the recently dispersed Libraries of highly distinguished Collectors. 
The whole of which are in line preservation, warranted perfect, and many of them in 
elegant bindings, now on Sale, at the reasonable prices affixed to each article, for ready 
money. 

%* " The most interesting Catalogue publishing iir Scotland." 



T. Gt, Stevenson begs to intimate, that he will be happy to undertake the Sale of 
any Work connected with Scottish History, Antiquities, Poetry, &c. And that he 
is Agent in Edinburgh for the under-mentioned Literary Societies, viz. — 

iELFRic— For the Illustration of Anglo-Saxon and Early English History, &c. 
Ancient Historical Pictures. — For the Publication of Unengraved Historical 

Portraits, Pictures, &c. 
Camden. — ^For Early Historical and Literary Remains. 
Irish Aechceological. — ^For the Early History, Antiquities, and Topography of 

Ireland. 
Percy.— For Ancient Ballads, Songs, Plays, and Popular Literature. 
Shakespeare. — For Early Dramatic Literature, and the Rise and Progress of 

the Stage, &c. 

%• Subscribers' Names Received for these Societies. 



Dolman's Magazine, PvMished Monthly, 8vo, stitched, price 2s. 



(jrr The only Antiquarian and Historical Book-Shop 

in Edinburgh is at 

87, PRINCES STREET. 
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Whether as separate Publications, or in a collective 
form, the great scarcity of the various Treatises relating 
to the Topography of Scotland, by Sir Robert Sibbald, 
is matter of common intelligence. But those descriptive 
of Orkney and Zetland, when accompanied by the Maps, 
are of excessive rarity ; so much so, indeed, that of the 
Map of the former Island it may with safety be said, 
that no one copy in fifty possesses it. This fact, and the 
attention which these Islands have of late years attracted 
— ^both from the charming Novel of The Pirate, and 
other circumstances — ^has induced the Publisher to issue 
a limited reprint (restricted to One Hundred and Forty- 
Five copies), illustrated by an accurate facsimile of each 
Chart. The Tracts were originally printed in folio ; but 
the form of octavo has been adopted, as more generally 
convenient. 

Sir Robert Sibbald, Kjiight, President of the Royal 
College of Physicians in Scotland, was of the family of 
Rankeillor, in Fife ; his Portrait is preserved in the Hall 
of the College of Physicians, and has been engraved by 
Mr Lizars for a volume of the Naturalists' Library. His 
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remarkably interesting Autobiography, (of which the 
original MS. is in the Library at Auchinleck) — ^although ] 
proposed for publication by the gossiping Boswell, and 
his design approved of by his " Ursa Major " — ^remained i 
unheeded until 1834, when it was priated in the Analecta i j^ 
Scotica (I. p. 126) edited by Mr Maidment for the ' 
present Publisher. Thirty-Five copies were struck off 
separately.* 

The Publisher at first intended ta have added a Biblio- 
graphical list of Books and MSS. relating to the Islands. 
But the " Thoughts on Orkney and Zetland," printed by 
Mr Geoat, appeared to render this somewhat unneces- 
sary. 

Edinburgh, 87, Princes Street, 
10th July 1845. 



* Remains of Sir Robert Sibbald, Knt. M. D., containing His 
Autobiography, Memoirs of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Portions of his Literary Correspondence, and An Account of his 
MSS. Edinburgh, T. G. Stevenson, 1837, 8vo. 
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DESCRIPTION 



OF THE 



ISLES 



OF 



R K N A Y. 

From the MS. of Robert Monteith Laird of 
Egli/ha & Gairfa, dated Kirkwall, Sept. 24, 1633. 



pOMONA extends it felf in length from the North 
North- weft, to the Eaft South-Eaft, twentie four Miles 
ScotSj and from North to South, from one to ten Miles 
in breadth. It . contains an Epifcopal Sea, the chief 
dwelling Kirkwall^ wherein is a fair Cathedral Church 
dedicated to St. Magnus^ containing a Proveftrie, viz. a 
Proveft (the Biftiop) a Dean, feven beneficed Perfons, 
and feven Prebends. 

The Lands of this Ifland hold either of the King as 
Earl of Orknay^ or of the Biftiop : or as fuch Lands as 
of old were named -^ZJ^Z^-lands, now vulgarly call'd 
C/ZJ^jL-lands, which, by Interpretation, is the old In- 
heritours Lands, which under the Norvegians govern- 
ment, were the native 

The Parifti Churches in this Ifland are — 
1. Kirkwall. 2. St. Andrews. 3. Deernefs. 4. Holme. 

5. Orpheir. 6. Staine hotife. 7. Stromenefs. 8. Sand- 

vick. 9. Birfa. 10. Harray. 11. Evie. 12. Rendill. 

13. Firth. 



4 A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLES 

Upon the Weftern Corner of Pomona^ (lands the palace 
of Birfa, within a Parifli of that Name, now belonging to 
the Kings Majeftie, a fumptuous and Aately dwelling 
founded by Robert, and finiftied by Patrick^ Earls of 
Orknay, anciently it belonged to the Epifcopal Sea of 
Orknay, the Earls of Orknay had it in Feu. 

Nota. Robertus Comes Orcadiae, pater Patricii 
Comitis, Jilius fpurius erat Jacobi quinti Regis Scoto- 
rum. 

Near to this palace weftward, there lyes a little graflie 
ifland, called the Burgh of Birfa, about half a Mile in cir- 
cumference belonging to the Kings palace. The Ports 
belonging to this Ifle are marked by an Anchor in the 
Map. 

The Ifland of Stroma diftant from Gaithnefs two Miles, 
partly belonging to Oeorge St dare Earl of Caithnefs 
and Lord Berredail ; and partly to the Bifliop of Orknay, 

South from Pomona lyeth the Ifle of South Ranalfa, 
fix Milj3s in length, and betwixt four and five in breadth, 
with two little Ifles or Holms, called Pidland Skerries, 
this Ifle of South'RanalJa contains two Parochial 
Churches, Viz. St. Peter's, and St. Mary's. 

Betwixt Pomona and South Ranalfa lye the Ifles of 
Burra and Lame-holm, with two little Ifles called Olum- 
holm and , good for Pafturage ; in Burra is 

one parifli Church. 

In the midfl: of Pid^land Firth lye the Ifles of Suina 
and Flotta. Suina is about one Mile in length, and 
Flotta two Miles and a half. Flotta hath one Parifli 
Church. Thefe two Ifles belong in Heritage to William 
Steuart oi Mains, hvoihex io Alexander Earl of Oalloway. 
To Flotta belong two little Ifles for pafl;urage, uninhabited, 
called Suina and the Calf of Flotta. 

North from Flotta lyes a little Ifle called Fary, almoft 
two Miles in length, it holds of the Bifliop, and in heritage 



OF ORKNAY. 5 

belongs to the Laird of Hacro, and to it belongs a little 
Graffie Ifle called Rt(f€L' 

North from Far^ lyeth a little Ifle called Cava^ not 
much above a Mile in circumference, the inheritance of 
Robert Hacro, it held formerly of the Friars of Inner- 
nefs, and now of the King, by vertue of the Adl of 
Annexation. 

North from Cava, lyes the Ifle of Oramefay, betwixt 
Hoia to the Weft, and Pomona to the Eaft and North, 
making a good paflage to the Weft Sea : it contains a 
parifli Church. 

Weft of all the former little Ifles, lyeth the Ifle of Hoy 
and WalleSj twelve Miles in length, and three in breadth, 
lying from South to North, yeilding the higheft hills that 
are in all the Orcades : in this Ifle, are Hares and Conies : 
in fome places it is covered with little flirubs, and Buflies 
of Elder, Saugh and Birks, it contains two Parifli 
Churches. 

Weft South-weft from Hoy and Walles^ about fourtie 
Miles, lye two great high Rocks, each diftant from other 
about fix Miles, called Soulijkerrie and the Clettj un- 
inhabited, yeilding no commodity to the neighbouring in- 
habitants, but Skarts and Solane Gees: thefe two are 
reckoned to be of the Orcades. 

North and Weft from Kirkwall, lyes a little Ifle called 
Damfa, about half a Mile in cu^cumference, anciently a 
Nunnerye was here fited, it holds of the Arch-dean of 
Orknay, and a little from that lyes an Ifle called the 
Holm of Grimbii/ier, and north from both, there lyes a 
little Rockie Ifland called the Holm of RandelL 

Shapinfay is an Ifle of fixteen Miles in length, and 
two Miles and a half in Breadth, it contains a Parifli 
Church : this Ifle wholly belongs to the Epifcopal Sea of 
Orknay : there belong to it two little Graffie Ifles fit for 
pafturage, lying betwixt it and Pomona, called Elger- 



6 A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLES 

holme and Theins-holm : upon the Weft of Shapinjai/j 
there lyes a Graffie Ifle called Orafs-holm^ about half a 
Mile in circumference, diftant from Shapinfay about 
three quarters of a Mile. 

Dire6l Eaft from Pomona lyes the Ifle of Coupmanjha 
(or the Merchants Ifle) about a Mile in Circumference, 
belonging to the King as Earl of Orknay : and from it, 
towards the North, lyes a great high Rock, able to Grafs 
twentie Sheep, called the Horfe of Coupm^njha. 

North North-eaft from Coupmanjha^ about twelve 
Miles, lyes the Ifle of Stronjay^ about fix Miles in length, 
and not above three in Breadth, containing three Parochial 
Churches ; it holds of the King as Earl of Orknay^ con- 
taining three great Roads, and Harbours for Ships, fur- 
pafling all the other Ifles of the Orcades in Traffick. 

South from Stronfay, betwixt it and Coupinfay Sound, 
fix Miles diftant on either fide, lys an Ifle uninhabited, 
near thyee Miles in circumference, called Oujkerry^ it is 
the heritage of Laurence Stxlare^ who holds it feu of 
the King, for the yearly dutie of three Barrels of Train 
Oil. 

North from Stronfay^ lyes a little Ifle called Papa 
StroTifay^ near a Mile and a half in circumference, it 
holds of the King, and is the heritage of James Scholy, 
it makes a fafe road for the Fifliermen to ly in betwixt it 
and Stronfay : and North and Weft from it, lye three 
little Grafs Jfles uninhabited, belonging to Stronfay, 
called Mickle Linga, little Linga, and Sigilholmj all 
three hold of the King. 

North and North-Eaft from Stronfay lyes the Ifland 
of Sandaj fourteen Miles in length, and betwixt three 
and four in breadth, containing three Parochial Churches, 
it holds of the King, and is very fertile in Barley and 
Oats, well inhabited, and defe6live in nothing, for the 
maintenance of mans life, but only of Fewell, which the 
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inhabitants are forced to tranfpon from the adjacent Ifles. 
The Coafl of this, and alongft the lile, is Low and Sandie, 
intermingled with dangerous Rocks, very dangerous and 
unfafe for Ships, the whole Ifle affording but one little 
Harbour, and that not good, lying to the South : about 
the middle of the Ifle called Hall houfe^ and at the mouth 
of the Harbour, lyes a little Ifle called the Holm of 
JSufnefsj and from it weftward betwixt Sanda and Stron- 
Jby^ lye" the three little Grafs Ifles, belonging to the King, 
betwixt which there is no paffage for Ships, but every one 
of them fo interlaced in other with Rocks, from the North 
to the South, that there is no paflage for Ships : they are 
called the Holms of Spurnefs. 

North and by Eafl: from Sanda, about four Miles, lyes 
the Ifle of North' Ronaldfay^ about five Miles in circum- 
ference, affording no Harbour for Shipping, in refpedl of 
the ilrong and mighty currents which inviron it : It is the 
Heritage of Mr. Robert Henderforij who holds it feu 
of the Kings Majeftie. It contains one Parifli Church, 
the Soil in quality much refembling that of Sanda. About 
half a Mile from' North-RonMdfay, there lyes a very 
dangerous Rock called Selkjkerry^ and this is the moft 
Northern of all the Orcades Ifles. 

About four Miles from Sanda, weflward lyes the Ifle 
Eda, feven Miles in length, and three in breadth, it be- 
longs in heritage to Jarms^ Stewart Earl of Carrick, who 
holds it feu of the King : it has in it a Parifli Church, and 
betwixt it & Sanda, lyes a little Grafs Ifle, about three 
quarters of a Mile in circumference, called the Calf of 
Eda, uninhabited ; and betwixt thexn there is a reasonable 
good Road for Ships called Calfs-found, at which Road, 
the Earl of Carrick ha^ newly creeled a Salt work. And 
fouth from Eda to Shapirifay, there lye two little Grafs 
Ifles called GHreen holms belonging to Eda. 

Wefl; from Eda, there lyes a little Ifle called Fara 
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and to it a Grafs Ifle, called the Holm of Fara^ and eaft 
from % a little Ifle named the Read holm^ and betwixt 
Eda and Fara^ there is a good Road for Ships, coming 
from, or going to Shetland. 

Weft and by North from Fara lye the Ifles of Vejira, 
and Papa vejira : Vejira contains feven Miles in length, 
and about three or four in breadth, it contains two Parifh 
Churches, and now belongs to the Kings Majeftie, it be- 
longed to Sir Michael Balfour of Monquhanny^ from 
whom Sir John Arnot did purchafe it, and the King 
from him, it has a fair Caftle, called NouUand^ and is 
very fertile in Corns, Beftial, and Wild-fowl, but efpe- 
cially in Conies : there is only one Harbour in all the Ifle 
for Ships, which is adjoyning to the Caftle, but it is very 
fliallow : to this Ifle of Vejira belong three Grafs Ifles, 
lying from it South and by Eaft, Viz. two of them called 
Rujk'holm and Vratholm^ and the third lyes North-eaft 
from Vejira^ betwixt it and Papa- Vejira^ called the Holm 
of Acernejs. 

Eaft and by north from Vejira^ lyeth the Ifle called 
Papa Vejira, fertile in Corns and Beftial, without fire, 
about 7 Miles in circumference, with a little Grafs Ifle, 
belonging to it, called the Holm of Papa, lying to the 
Eaft, which makes a good Road for Ships, which go 
thither a Fifliing, but very fliallow : it contains a Parifli 
Church, and belongs to the King. South & Weft from 
Vejira, about nine or ten Miles, lye the Ifles of Roiifay, 
Eglijhay, Vyre, Oairfa, and Anhallow. 

Roitfay contains five Miles in length, and four in 
breadth, a high Mountanous Ifle, about fourteen Miles in 
Circumference, it contains one Parifti Church, and belongs 
to the King, and is poflefled by fome Gentlemen in 
Tenendrie, with a Grafs Ifle belonging to it, called the 
Holm of Shocknejs : it is better for Pafturage, than 
Corns, abounding withTeets for fewell. 
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Egli/hatf is an Ifle of three or four Miles in circum- 
ference, it is the heritage of Robert Monteith^ who holds 
it of the King, and it lyes Eaft from Rtmfayy about a 
JMile and half, betwixt which and it, there is a good Road 
for Ships to the Weftward, to which Road many Engli/h 
Ships repair in their going and coming from Iceland : It 
contains a Parifh Church called St. Magnus Church, 
wherein, they fay, this Saint lyes interred : North from 
this Ifle, there lyes a little Grafs Ifle belonging to it, 
named Ridholme. 

Vyre is a little Ifle of a Mile, and a half in circum- 
ference, in length and breadth not much more than half a 
Mile, it belongs to the King, and has no Parifli Church in 
it, but is annexed to that of Eglijhay. 

Gairfa lyes from Vyre South, being a little Ifle of 
three Miles in circumference, having in it no Parifli 
Church, but is annexed to that of Randell in Pomona. 
To Gairfa belong two little Grafs Ifles, called Meikle- 
holm, lying to the North, and Little-holm, lyii^g to the 
South: it holds of the King, and belongs to Robert 
Monteilh, Heritor thereof : it contains a reafonable good 
Road for Ships, towards the Eaft end of the Ifle. 

Anhallow is a little Ifle lying betwixt Pomona to the 
South, and Ronfay to the North, it lyes Weft and by 
North from Gairfa, and Weft and South from Vyre, 
four or five Miles diftant from either of the two, being 
about a Mile in circumference. It held anciently of the 
Bifliop, but now of Adam Banantine of, Stainhovfe. The 
Laird of Hacro is Heritour. Betwixt this Ifle and 
Pomona there lys a paflage for Ships to pafs from Eaft to 
Weft, but near the Land fomething dangerous. The 
Roads and Ports of thefe Ifles are marked in the Map by 
Anchors. This may fuffice for underftanding the Map of 
thefe Ifles fubjoined. Thefe who would have a compleat 
Defcription and Hiftorie of them, may find it in the 
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Account of them publifhed by Mr. James Wallace Parfoi 
of Kirkwall^ and much inlarged by his Son, M.D. in the| 
Edition of it at London 1700. 
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DESCRIPTION 



Of the ISLES of 



SHETLAND. 



TN Defcribing thefe Ifles, I fliall firft give a general 
account of what is common to them, and thereafter a 
particular Defcription of the moft remarkable of them, 
and of what is obfervable in them. 

They have feveral Names befide the common Defig- 
nation of Shetland ; by fome they are named Zetland^ 
and by others Hetlandj and Shethland ; fome Seamen 
pve them the Name of Thylinfel : the Norvegians call 
iiem Yealteland ; and the people are called by them and 
the DaneSj Yealtiries : and their fpeech Yealta mole. 
Some call them Yetlande^ and in the old Language of 
the Natives, they are named Yealtaland^ as to the Lati- 
tude of them, the South end of them lyes under the 60 
Degree, and the North end under the 61 Degree; and 
they lye under the 24 Degree of Longitude. 

The length of them is from South to the North, Viz. 
from Soundburgh or jFV<5/?//-head Southward, to the Skae 
of Unji northward, Sixtie miles: the Breadth of them 
runs Eaft and Weft, Sixteen or Eighteen Miles, where 
they are broadeft. Viz. from Brejfay Eaftward, to Wals 
Weftward ; and where it is moft narrow, which is at 
Quarfdale^ it is but one Mile broad. 
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About the ^Jiival Sol/iice there is no Darknefs, to 
fpeak of, here ; yea for a Moaeth before it, and after it, 
(if the Horizon be clear) all the night time, one can read 
a Letter. Captain Smith in his 6th Book of EngUinds 
Improvement, page 253; in his account of Shetland^ 
fayeth there is no night in the North of Shetland^ part of 
the year, Viz : June and July ; in an Ifland North of 
Unjl^ not Inhabited then, but' Stockt with wild Cows and 
Conies, he with his Birding piece killed ten couple of 
Conies in one night, (hooting from a little before Sun Set, 
to Sun rifing, and it was as light as a cloudie Winter day. 

Thefe Ifles of Shetland for the mofl part are High 
Rocks upon the Shore, and very Mountainous up in the 
Land ; the Mountains are mod of them covered with Mofs 
and Heather : in the Valleys, efpecially towards the Coaft, 
they have Corns and Meadows : the Inland mod of it 
confifts of Mountains, Moors or Heaths, and Marifhes and 
Pools : the Mountains afford a Grafs good for Cattel, the 
Inhabitants call Lubba : fo the Country is moil of it more 
fit for Pafturage of Cattel, than for Corns, of which they 
have not fo much as ferveth to maintain them, but muft 
be fupplied from the Orknay Ifles, and the Continent of 
Scotland. 

There is ftore of Peets, and Turfs for Fewel in all thefe 
Ifles. 

Thefe Ifles are well accommodated with excellent Roads 
and Bayes, and Long inlets of the Sea, which they call in 
their Tongue, Voes^ which are commodious and fecure 
for all forts of Shipping, and upon that account are much 
frequented by our own Ships, and thofe which belong to 
Foreigners, in their Voyages to both the Indies^ for which 
reafon the Natives and Indwellers have mofli gain from 
their Supplying the Ships with their Produdl, efpecially 
their Fiflies they take, and their Cows, and the groff 
Manufa6lures they make in this Country : the grounds 
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of their Inlets are clean, naturally inclining to a Sandie 
Clay, and the water in them is very deep : there are no 
dry Harbours here, yet in feveral places, Ships can be 
fafely brought a ground and Bett. 

The air in thefe Ifles is mod wholfome, being well 
purged by great winds. The country is found to be colder 
in Summer, but Hotter in winter, thai;! in other places of 
tliis Kingdom. The forecited Captain Smith telFs us, he 
did not remember any Froft, or Snow in Shetland^ which 
when it fall's out doth not laft any confiderable time : for 
what Minucvus fayes of Britaine, holdeth more here, 
ArnMentis maris vapore tepefcit ; the vapour of the Sea 
tempers the Air. 

The winds are fo Boyfterous, that they will lift Boats 
from the plain ground, and break them in pieces. And 
Captain Smith obferveth, that in the Winter, they blow 
fo violent, that no fhip dare look on the north coafl; in the 
winter quarter; fo the people in thefe Ifles have little 
commerce with other Nations in winter. He himfelf by 
the violence of the wind was blowen down flat to the 
ground, and was forced to creep on his Hands and Knees 
to the next wall, and going by the wall, got into a houfe : 
he fayeth fometimes thefe winds lafl: half a day, and more. 

There are only two towns or Burghs in all thefe Ifles, 
viz. ScaHawey^ formerly the chief Town, and the feat of 
the Gorvernour, and of the Prefl)ytry. But now not fo 
much frequented, tho pleafantly fituated in a fertile place 
of the Country, with Com, Grafs, and Meadows about it, 
yet fcarce has a hundred Soules in it, there not being 
much trade there. 

The other Town which is mofl: frequented for Trade, 
is Lerwick^ lying South and North upon the fide of the 
Sound over againfl; the Ifle of Brejfey^ it is now become 
the principal Town in the Country ; it is more then half 
a mile in length, and within thefe few years hath arifed 
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to confift of between 200. and 300 families ; becaufe 
» of the many (hips, which yearly frequent BraJJa Sounds 
which draw's from the Continent, and the Ifles, Merchants 
and Tradefmen to come and dweU in it, being neither fo 
pleafantly Situated, nor in fo fertile a Country, as that of 
Scallawet/. 

The houfes in Schetland are all built of rough unhewn 
Hone, the common thatching of them is a fort of Divet 
(they call there Flais) and draw and Summons above the 
fame, which is renewed each year by the owners about 
AUhallow-tide. Some Houfes are covered with Dales, 
and very few houfes are covered with Slates. 

The Country is divided into the mainland, and the 
Ides. 

The Author of the large defcription of thefe Ifles in 
Bleau's Atlasy fays there are 46 Ifles properly fo called, 
fortie Holms, and 30 Skerries or bare rocks. 

Of the Ifles and Holms 26 are laid to be inhabited, 
and the others are imployed for feeding Beftial. 

Befide the mainland Ifle, the moil confiderable are 
thefe Ifles, Viz. Un/iy Via^ Yell^ Hajkerfu^ Phetlar orPhe- 
doroyy PaporStour^ Foula\ Havra^ Burghy St. Tronons 
ifle, Moufa, Brejfay NqfSj Lingay Melde^ Whalfoy. 
Skerries, Ura^ Burra^ Baltdj Honega^ Mekla^ St. Ninians 
ifle, three Skeen iflands, Chuefa^ Nojlanddy Ru^ lefler 
and greater Papa, Vonneda^ and as many Holms are 
fcattered amongfl them. 

Thefe ifles from the wefl; look toward Norrawayy the 
nearefli continent of Europe, to them, from whence un- 
doubtedly they had their firft inhabitants, 

Mofl; of the arable ground in thefe ifles is inclofed with 
dykes, and the manured ground produceth only Oats 
and Bear. 

There are few trees to be feen in them, tho there have 
been woods of old, for great roots of trees, and fome 
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Trunks of Trees are found in feveral places, two or three 
Cubits under ground, far from the Sea, there are ftill in 
fome places fome few Trees and Shrubs, but the Trees 
feldome exceed the hight of two or three Fathoms. 

Their meadow ground is good, and cut at Lammas, 
yeelds abundance of good Hay. There are no Rivers in 
this Country, it being fo narrow and interfefted with 
inlets of the Sea, there are only Lochs and Pools, and 
Bourns, and Rivolets, running from them. 

The Roufts and high tidegates of the Sea about the 
Promontories and the Ifles, make the weather often 
rough, and with the labour and toil and grofs food of the 
inhabitants, hardneth their bodys, fo that fourfcore of years 
is reckoned no great age amongft the Commons, and 
many of them live till they be fivefcore, fixfcore, and fome 
fevenfcore years of age. In the parifli of Tingwall in 
HeyUJlery the pofleflbr lived to be an hundred and fourty 
Chriftmafles at his own Boord. 

The women generaly are well favoured, and vertuous 
and frugal : many of the common men are much given to 
tipling, yet fome live to a great age without tailing wine 
or Ale or beer : contenting themfelves with water, milk, 
and their Drink made of it, they call Blende. 

Young and old men and women are much given here 
to the SnuflSng and Smoaking of Tobacco. 

The prefent inhabitants confift of the Clergie and the 
laity : the kicks of the Gentry and the Commons. 

The Gentry in manners, cuftomes, and Fafhions agree 
much with the Gentrie of the Mainland of Scotland^ from 
whence they came : they are mod of them well-bred, and 
inclined to Hofpitality. 

The Commons are either the old Natives for immemo- 
rial Poffeffion, or fuch as not long fince came hither from 
Scotland. 

The Natives are known from the Incommers by their 
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want of furaamesy having only Patronymic Names. Many 
of them are defcended from the NorvegianSj and fpeak 
a Norfe Tongue, corrupted, (they call Norn) amongft 
themfelves, which is now much worn out. The Inclina- 
tion of many of thefe of Norvegian E&traft is bafe and 
Servile, Subtile and falfe, and Parafitick ; they are wife 
to deceive, and if they be not reftrained by fevere Lawes, 
they are much given to Theft. They are generally very 
Sharp, and confequently docile, and becaufe of their Com- 
merce with the Hollanders, they promptly fpeak Low 
Dutch. 

They are lefs given to Venerie and Quarrells, and more 
fober than fome of the other Inhabitants of a Britijh 
Extradi;, and they are richer. Divers of them are Udalers^ 
that is Proprietaries of the Land (manured by them) by 
immemorial PofleiSon, feverals of thefe are men of fub- 
ftanee, and can promptly fpeak the Scots Tongue. Here 
Hofpitality is obferved not only by the Gentry, but alfo 
by the Common Farmers of Land. 

The Incommers (whofe refidence in thefe Ifles is not 
above a few Centuries of years) are very politick, by 
reafon of their frequent Converfe with Strangers, which 
refort hither from all parts of Chriftendom, they are Saga- 
cious and Subtile, and readie to take advantage of thefe 
they have bufinefs with, and are proud and ftubbom, if 
foftly treated : but if they be roughly handled, they are 
flexible : there are many of them great Drinkers and 
given to Venerie, and are Quarelfome, and thefe fpeak 
the Scots Language as well as the Norfe. 

The Clergie are Learned, and painfull and diligent: 
moft of them have three Churches, at confiderable 
Diftances. 

The Gentry are Civil and much given to Hofpitality, 
efpecially towards Strangers, they are well fumifhed with 
all neceflaries for the Conveniencie and pleafure of Life ; 
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and are well bred : Some of them apply to Navigation, 
and in Hollands Veflels travell to both the Indies^ to 
Chiinea^ and to Greenland^ and often to France^ Italy ^ 
and Spaiuy and breed their Sons in fuch parts of the 
Mathematicks, as are fubferyient to Navigation. 

And thus my worthie friend, John Bruce of Simhijlery 
was bred himfelf ; and educateth his Son fo, after he had 
accompliihed himfelf with travelling through the Countries 
abovementioned, he did apply himfelf to furvey all the 
Coaft of thefe Ifles of Shetland^ and has made a Large 
Map of all the Voes^ i, e. Bays and Sounds and the 
entries to them, and has marked the meaths in them, and 
Ihowen where dangers are, and how they are to be evited, 
and is refolved, fo foon as he goes home, to take a more 
e:xa6l Survey of all again, and to mifs no Bank, Rock, nor 
Shallow : which, when hb has done, and given the laft 
ftroke and finifhing to his Map, will make the Navigation 
in thefe Ifles fecure, which will much contribute to the 
Advancing of Trade, and promoting of the Fifherie in 
thefe Ifles and their Neighbourhood : from which our 
Neighbours, in times of Peace, had vaft advantage, by 
the great Fleets they fent thither yearly : and likewife 
this Map will be mod ufefull to our Fleets, and to thefe 
of our Allies, who pafs that way to the Indies tod other 
Countries, when the Paflages towards the South are not 
fo clear and fafe. 

The greateft part of the food of the Commons in the 
Summer time, is Milk and Fifli. 

They milk thrice a day, churn once a day, and make 
very good Butter and Cheefe : feme of them drink 
neither Ale nor any ftrong Liquors, but their Drink they 
make of Milk and Water, they call Bland : or water alone, 
and thefe often live to fix or feven-fcore of years. 

Their Fi(h afford not only food, but matter of Trade 

to them, by cureing them, and the Oyle they make of the 

2 
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Livers of them : thefe bring to them money, and all 
neceflaries in time of Peace: the Fiihes they take fo]r 
their own ufe, fome of them they eat frefh, fome they 
hang in Skees till they be foure, and thefe they call 
Blowen Fiihes. 

Such as they defign for Merchant Ware, fome they Salt, 
and fome they hang Frefli in Skees, till they be perfe6lly 
dry, and they call thofe Stock Fiihes, whereof they have 
great plenty. 

In the Winter time they feed ftrongly upon Fleflies, 
for the Country affords many Cows, Sheep, and Swine, 
and plenty of Fowles, efpecially Sea Fowles and frefh- 
water Fowls. The Country affords but httle Corn, and 
much of that often fhaken by the Violent Winds, or 
fpoiled with the Sea water blowen in upon it, fo that they 
muft be fupplied from Orkney, and the Continent of 
Scotland. 

There are but few Milnes here, fave hand Milnes, 
called Quaims, there is no Shelling of Vi6lual: their 
Hooks, or Sickles have no teeth, their Sithes are not a 
fpan long, their Plough focks and Culters llender and 
little ; and their labouring is by four Oxen, all going in 
broad band, with a man going before them backward, 
and the Plowman holding his plough by his fide ; there 
are no Walke Milns here, that is done either by their 
hands and feet, or by the Sea, called Tuvacuthoes. Thus 
in a place betwixt a Rock and the land, through which 
the Sea Ebbeth and floweth, they faften a Web of Cloth, 
the one end upon the Rock, and the other upon the 
Land, and the Sea by its motion to and fro Walkes the 
Cloth very thick ; which cloth they call Yelt or WadmeaL 

The people here are generally Loyal, and without Dif- 
atiffa£tion, as to matters of Goverment, in Church or 
State : they are flout and Ventorious, going to Sea in 
fmall Boats with two Rowers. 
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There are no Caftles nor Forts here fave one Caftle at 
Scalloway J built by Patrick Earl of Orkney anno 1600, 
now become ruinous : this is the place of Meetings of all 
Courts, Ecelefiailical and Civil : there was a Fort at 
Lerwick^ built by King Charles the feconds Order, 
October 1665, and burnt, with the Town of Lerwick^ by 
the Hollanders^ Augujl 13<A 1673. 

Thefe two Towns fubfift by Trade, efpecially Lerwick^ 
which is now increafed to a great Bulk by Strangers 
comming there in time of Peace, and by the Induftrie of 
the People. For the better preventing of hazard from an 
enemy, they ufe to have upon the top of their higheft 
Hills, their Ward or Wardhill, which is a heap of Turfs 
and Peets, placed on the top of the Hill, which being 
fired, gives Advertifement in a fhort time, to the Country 
about : the Ward- Hills are fo ordered throughout all the 
Country, that the Ward-hill is always in fight of its ad- 
jacent Ward, which reforteth to the place where the fire 
is feen, and to this day there is a ftanding Law, that 
there be not wanting Fire and Fewell at any time, at thefe 
places, which they light upon the approach of Ships, they 
apprehend may be Enemies. 

All their Meafures are by Weight for dry Wares, Viz. 
by Liih-pounds and Marks ; the firfl being 24 pound 
weight, the other, one pound. Their Mony is for the 
moft part Hollands and Dutch Mony. 

The Drink they ufe ordinarly, in many places, is Blende 
which is made of Milk after the gutter is taken out 
of it. 

The Women in Schetland are generally Fertile. A 
Gentleman that ftayed some time there, told me he 
fpake with a married couple, none of them above 50 
years of Age ; both the Man and the Woman were of 
a thin and lean habit of Body, who told him themfelves 
(and their Neighbours confirmed it) that they had in 
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Marriage procreat betwixt them two, 33 Children, mod 
of them Baptifed, and many of them were Living, and 

were Twins. 

What Solirms Polyhftior Cap. 22. obferved of our 
lilanders, their Bartering of goods, Dant res Sf accipiuntf 
mutationilyus necejfaria potius qimm pretiis parantj is to 
this day much in ufe with the Inhabitants of Shetland 
and Orknat/, and is a proof of their Antiquity. 

There are in moll of the Parifhes Pi&$ Houfes^ as they 
call them ; they are fome of them of a Pyramidal Form, 
or like a round Dovecote, broad below & drawing nar- 
rower to the top, the mod remarkable of thofe is one 
in the Ifland of Mufa : there are in fome of them diverfe 
Cells, vaulted above, and they have a Winding ftair 
within them, that goeth up to the Top ; many of them 
are built clofs by the Sea, fome of them upon the Tops 
of Hills : fome think they were Beacons, and had in 
the Night Fire upon the tops of them : Some think they 
were Watch Towrs, fome make them places of refuge, 
when they feared the approach of an Enemie: they 
call them Broughs. 

In the Ifle of Piq}aj belonging -to WaeSf there is an 
high Rock, called Frowa Stocky that is, the Maiden 
Rock, divided from the Land by a narrow Firth, upon the 
Top of which the Tradition is, that a certain Norwey 
Gentlewoman, (in the time the Norvegians were Matters 
of thefe Ifles) having vowed perpetual Virginity, to pre- 
ferve her felf from the tempting Solicitations of Suiters, 
built a ftrong Tower, to which their was no afcent, but by 
the help of Ropes, how it came to pafs is unknown, (he 
became with Child, and thereupon the Tower was de- 
molilhed, the Rubbifh and Veftiges of it are yet to be 

feen. 

Nee incliifam Danaen turris abenea 
Robuficeque Jares, munieranf Jatis. 
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There are many Obelifks, that is, high Stones Handing 
upon their end, in this Country, which are faid to be 
Monuments of fome Remarkable Accident : there is one 
of the chief of them in the midway betwixt the Town of 
ScaUowatfj and the Kirk of TingwaU. 

In the lile of Fula, upon the top of the Hill called 
Lorifield^ there is a Hole which hath been tried with two 
Barrel of Lines, and yet it is faid they could find no 
Botom to it. In the fame Ifle, in a Vault call'd Garp 
Tomb, their was found not many years ago, the Thigh 
Bone of a Man of that length, that it reached from any 
tall mans Foot to his Groine. 

About the whole Coaft here, there is a ftrong Current 
of Tide-gate upon the Eaft and Weft fides of the Country : 
a South South-eaft Moon maketh high water: only at 
Soundhrough heady a South or a South and by East 
Moon, maketh high water. 

The Ebbings and flowings here are Various and uncer- 
tain, becaufe of the many Ifles and Promontories round 
about the Country : It is Reported that the Sea at the Nefs, 
floweth nine Hours, and Ebbeth three, but byweft the 
Parifli of Northmavten^ the Seamen report that it floweth 
Northward, and Ebbeth Southward, and fome report that 
at the North of Schetland both Ebb and flood go one 
way. 

There are many Lakes in the Mainland and Ifles, 
ftored with Eels and Common fpeckled Trouts, fome of 
which are very big, of the colour and tafte of Salmon. 

There are no Venomous beafts found in Shetland; no 
Aflis, no Adders, no Frogs, no Snails, no Rats, if thefe 
be brought there by Ships, they will not live over a year 
or two. 

The Horfes are mofl; of them of a very fmall Size, not 
exceeding nine hand-breadth high ; an Horfe of twelve 
hand-breadth hight (which is but even rare here) is 
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efteemed a very tall Horfe, the lead of the Horfes here 
are fliarp and full of Metle above belief, they will carrie a 
Man and a Woman twenty miles a day, and will live till 
they be 30 or 40 years old, though they never are put in 
a Stable Summer or Winter, and are not allowed Shoes 
or Provender, but ftiift for themfelves in the open Fields. 

Some of the Gentrie here have pretty big Horfes for 
their own Saddle, which they bring from Cathnefs or 
Orknay : they tell a Storie of an Horfe at Lunnay that 
lived till he was an hundred years old. 

The little Horfes called Shalties go foftlie a natural 
pace, and are fure footed in Ragged and Steep places, 
they are litle bigger than Afles, and are very durable. 

Both Oxen and Cows here are of a confiderable Size, 
they are indeed leffer than thefe of England^ but greater 
than thefe of Orknay^ or in fome of the Northmoft places 
of Scotland. 

The Sheep are allowed no Cotes, and for the moft part 
are wild and of Sundry Colours, they are fleeced and not 
Shorb : their Wool is rough, it is pulled off about Mid- 
fummer; many of the Sheep are unhomed, they are 
generally black and fpeckled ; they bring forth here 
ordinarly two or three at a time, the Wild ones are 
taken with Dogs, taught for the purpofe, they call them 
had Dogs. 

The Swine or Hogs are of a midle Size, and for the 
moft part feed upon the Mountains. 

There are many Conies in thefe Ifles, of a light brown 
Colour, which feed in Holmes, and upon Graffie Links, 
fome malicioufly brought Weafels here, which deftroy 
many of them. 

There are no Hares in thefe Ifles. 

There are no Foxes. 

There are abundance of Seiches and Otters. 

Befides plentie of Tame Fowle, there are ftore of other 
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Fowle; as Doves, Whapes, Plivers, Teal, and Ducks, 
and Geefe of divers forts : there is a great refort of Sea 
Fowls of all forts to thefe Ifles ; they neft in the Rocks 
upon the Shore, fome take them with Grins flipped over 
their heads while they are fleeping. 

There are no Partridges nor Moor Fowl here. 

Hawks have their Nefls in Sundry places, as in Foula, 
Northmaven Nefis^ Fair IJle : and the Kings Falconer, 
when he comes here to Herry their Nefts, he hath a Hen 
payed him out of each houfe here as it is in Orkney. 

There are many Ravenous Fowls here, as Eagls, Ravens, 
and Crows. In old time they did fo increafe and multiply 
here, that the Fowde (whofe Office was fuch as that of the 
Sheriff now) made an A£l, that whofoever at the head 
Court, brought in an £agls-head, ihould have a Merk 
from each having Sheep in that Pafture : whoever brought 
in a Ravens-head, ihould have an half Merk, and who 
brought in a Crows-head, ihould have fortie penies Scot9. 

In old time the Sea about this Coail was well ilored, 
with all common forts of Fiihes, as Mackrells, Herrings, 
Ling, Cods, Haddocks, Whyteens, Sheaths, efpecially 
with Podlines (young Sheaths, called by the Inhabitants 
Pelltacks, which in fair Weather come fo near the Shore, 
that Men, yea Children, from the Rocks with fiihing 
Rods, caught them in abundance :) but all kind of Fiih- 
ing is greatly decayed here, albeit greater pains is taken 
by the Fiihers now than ever before, who with fmall 
Norwey Yoals (two or three men in each of them) ad- 
venture far in the Sea, and oft times endure hard weather r 
in the Summer time, an excellent kind of Fiih is caught 
upon the Eail fide of this Country, the Inhabitants call it 
Brifmaks^ the HoUandera call it Lump, and the Scots 
call it Tuik. 

Whales are eail in upon the Shore fometimes, which 
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the Admiral Deputies feiz upon, as they do on the Ships 
and Timber which is driven in. 

But the greatefl Advantages Shetland hath, is from 
the fiihing of Herring and Cod, which abounds fo there, 
that great Fleets of the Hollanders come there, and by 
the order of the States General begin to take Herring, 
upon St. Johns day, hard by Shetland^ with their Buihes : 
which they continue to do from thence alongil the Scots 
and EngUJh Coaft, till they come over againft Yarmouth, 
and at the fame time imploy fome Hundreds of Doggers 
for taking of Cod. And all the Summer the Inhabitants 
oi Shetland about their Ifles, befide the Herrings they 
take, are conftantly imployed in taking Cod and Ling, 
which they fell to HamburgherSt Hremersy Luhecquers^ 
and to Scots and EngUjh^ who come there with their Ships, 
and Hooks, and Lines, for the taking of Cod and Ling, 
Nets for the taking of Herring, Brandie, and ftrong Waters 
of all forts ; Mead, Strong Beer, Bifket, Wheat-meal, and 
Rye-meal, Barly, Salt,Tobacco,rruits of allforts, Monmouth 
caps, and the Courier fort of Cloth and Linen, and fuch 
like merchandife : And the Inhabitants of thefe Ifles vend 
to the Foreigners their Cod, Ling, and Tulk, and Herring, 
and Sheaths ; and the Oyle they make of the Filhes they 
take, and Butter, and their Horfes, Cows, and Sheep, and 
the Skins of Seiches and Otters, and the Manufactures 
they make, viz. Stockings and the courfe Cloth called 
WadmeU: and thus in time of Peace they do flourifh, 
but are at great lofs in time of War, wanting both mony 
and thefe Commodities the foraigners ufe to afford to 
them, and their mod fubfiftence then is from the ftnall 
trade they drive with their Barks to Norwey^ where they 
buy Timber for their Houfes, ready framed, and Dale 
Boards, and Tar, and Ships, Barks and Boats of all forts, 
and all other Neceflaries for their Country, for which laft 



\ 



OF SHETLAND. 25 

alfo they trade with their Barks loaden with Fifli and 
Oyl to Scoilandy and hring home fuch Commodities from 
thence as they want : they take upon their Coaft feverall 
forts of Shell Filhes, fuch as Oyflers, Muffles, Lohfters, 
and fuch like they make ufe of in their Country. 

Sometimes they catch with their Nets and Hooks 
Tritonsy they call them Shoupiltins and Mermaids, but 
thefe are rare & but feldome feen. 

They want not Plants which they make ufe of for 
cures of difeafes, which are not rife amongil them, the 
Heather is a great PanaceOj and they ufe that and their 
other Plants for cureing of Wounds and Aches. The Muf- 
cus cruJlcB autlAchenia modo Scuds adnaJcensJlavuStVfhich 
they call a Skal, from the refemblance it hath to that, of 
this fcraped off from the Stone it groweth on, they make 
the Lit they call the Corkar Litt. 

It is reported there are fome Copper Mines in thefe 
Ifles, but it is not yet known where they are. A kind of 
Rock Chriflal is found in Qualfeyy fome pieces are polifht 
as it were by art, fome four fquare, fome eight fquare : 
and fome pumice Stones are cafl in by the Sea in feverall 
places of the Coafl. 

It is very clear, from what Pliny fays of Thule^ that it 
was the remotefl of the Brittijh Ifles : and Tacitus fays, 
that when the Orcades were difcovered, Conjpeda Thule, 
and Ptolomee fays of its being oppofite to Bergen in 
Norwey ; that this muft have been the Thule meant by 
them, IJland and the Feroe JJle not being difcovered till 
a long time afterwards. 

The Government was by a Foude^ which olBSce 
anfwered to our SheriflT, and now they are under a De- 
putie, named by the Government. The Pifts were the 
old Inhabitants ; and after them the Norvegians feized 
them, who brought in St. Olla's Laws and Cufloms, 
fome of which yet are retained. The Sheriff now ap- 
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points Bailies in the feveral Bailieries: the Religion is 
the reformed : under Epifcopacie, they make a part of 
the Dioeefs of the Bifliop of Orkney^ and now make part 
of the Prelbyterie of Orknay. I fliall give the Defcrip- 
tions of the particular Ifles, fuch as they were fent to 
me by Bifhop M*kemies orders, done by Mr. Theodore 
Umphry^ Mr. Heugh Leigh^ and Mr. James Key^ the 
mod intelligent Miniflers there. 

Shetland^ is now divided by fo many Baileries or 
Minifteries, and is bounded with the Fair IJle on the 
South, with Brejfay^ &c. on the Eaft, Fula on the Weft, 
and the ScaU of Unjl on the Nortbi being (as faid is) 
fixtie Miles in length, from Soumhurgh^iead to the ScaU 
of Unjl^ and at the largefl, the breadth not above 16 Miles. 

The firft Miniftery or Bailewick in order, to the South, 
is Dunrqfenefsy bounded from Soumhurg-head to the 
South, to Fladahujier to the North, about Miles in 
length, the Breadth at moft Six miles : from Mavick to 
Soumburgkj in fome places not two Miles : it hath but 
one Minifter, tho two preaching Kirks, and but one Sucken 
or Bailewick ; the Iflands belonging to it .are Fair I/lCj 
here the Duke de Medijia Sidonia, with a part of the great 
Spanijh Armado^ Anno 1588, fuflPered Shipwrack, tho' 
himfelf and the moft of the men were faved alive, this 
Ifland is diftant from the Main-land of Zetland^ 
Miles: the other Ifles belonging to this Minifterie, are 
Miifa on the Eaft, where is the rareft Pidls-Houfe to be 
feen, that is in all this Countrey, alfo the Ifles called the 
Kings Ijlcj Corfe Holme^ Colfa^ ^c. 

The Harbours here are Gratnefs Voe^ Aiths Voe^ &c. 

The Second Bailewick, in order, is the Bailiewick and 
Miniftry of Burra, wherein is a Church for Preaching, 
having adjacent to it the Ifland of Havery, Papa^ &c. 
this Miniftery takes alfo in upon the Main land, the places 
of Weji and Eaji^ Wharf, with the Ifle of BreJ/at/ on 
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the Eaft, where are two Kirks for preaching, together with 
the Ifle of Nejsj^here is a Chapel : one Minifter ferveth 
all thefe, and of old it was but one Bailiewick, but now it 
is divided into three Baileries. 

The third in order is the Sucken (that is the Bailierie) 
and Miniilerie of Tingwall^ this hath belonging to it four 
Parilhes, and two Towns, Viz. the firft on the Eaft, 
Gulberriej wherein are four old Chapels, with four Pifils 
Houfes. Here alfo is the Town of Lerwick : 2dly on 
the Weft, fVhitnefSy where is a Church for preaching, 
befide which ftandeth St. Olla's Chair, and the Church 
there call'd St. Olla's Church. 

Thirdly Wifdaky where is, for preaching. Our Ladies 
t7A2^rcA, concerning the building of which at firft, ftxange 
things are reported and believed by the Vulgar, who Idol- 
ize it fuperftitioufly. 

Fourthly Tingwally where for Preaching is St. Magnums 
Church, and about twelve Chapels: this Minifterie is 
bounded with Wharf and Burray to the South, with 
Nejling on the North, with Brejfay found on the Eaft, 
and Aithjling and Sandjling on the West. 

The whole Circumference will be more than 30 Miles, 
yet but one Minifterie, and of old was under one Bailie- 
wick, but now under three, Viz. Tingwalh and the Town 
of Scalloway one ; Oulberrie, and the Town of Lerwick 
another ; Whitnefs and Wifdale a third ; the Ifles 
belonging to it are Trondray^ Oreenholm^ Oxno^ Langa^ 
Lingay HUdefa^ Havery, Hoy^ Flotta^ Gruna^ the two 
CheynieSy &c. 

The moft Commodious Harbours in this Minifterie, 
are to the Eaft, Brejfay found, of 20 and 21 foot Water 
at full Sea. Here a South South Eaft Moon makes a 
full Sea. This Harbour is fo fafe that there have been 
more than 2000 Ships lying here at a time. No Rocks 
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in the South Entry, fave one by weft, near Lerwick^ 
another in the North beneath the Fort. * 

To the South of this Parifti are no Commodious Havens. 
To the South are Scalloway Voe, which if you come to, 
in the South Entry no danger, keeping the midle Chanel, 
and the Church and Steeple of Tingwall in your eye : 
as alfo to the Weft no danger, if you be once within Oxno 
keeping fight of the Caftle. 

To the Weft of this Minifterie, there are many good 
Harbours, fuch as Wifdale Voe^ Binga Nefe Voe^ 
Whitnefsj which run all up North, but no fafe entry to 
any of them, without a Pilot, by reafon of many Holms, 
Ifles, Rocks, &c. in the Mouth. 

To the North of this Minifterie are thefe Harbours and 
Voes North, Chaldernejs Voe^ runs up North-Eaft and by 
North : next to it is Laxford Voe, running up two Miles 
South South Weft, a third is Dails Vo^ which runs up 
South South Weft two Miles : a fourth is Qrimijla 
Bightf in the North mouth of Brejfay found : but to 
none of all thefe Harbours is there any coming in from 
the Sea, without a Pilot, by reafon of Rocks, Sholes, 8fc. 
that run from Nejiingj to the North mouth of Brejfay 
Sound. 

The fourth Bailierie and Minifterie in order, is that of 
Nejling^ bounded on the South with Tingwall^ on the 
Weft with Deltingj on the North with the Ifle of Yell^ 
on the Eaft with the Ocean. There are three feverall 
Congregations belonging to this Minifterie, two on the 
Main Land, viz. Nejiing and Lunajiingy a third in the 
Ifle of Qualfey ; divided from the other two, by a Ferry 
of three miles, of a great current, dangerous to pafs with 
a Sputh Eaft wind : here the Skerries lye from Quelfey 
fi^ miles, a place commodious for fiftiing, and becaufe of 
this, many of its adjacent Neighbours refort to it. 
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The Skerries have three Roads for Veffels of ftnall 
Burden, where they may Ride fafely in the Summer- 
time. 

One runs in Northwell : a fecond South-Eaft : a third 
North : which tho it be deep within, yet is fo fhallow in 
the Entry, that no Veffell can come in, fave fmall Boats ; 
here lye alto feverall fmall Ifles and Rocks, alongft the 
whole coaft from the Skerries to the influente of Brejfay 
Soundy which is about 16 or 18 Miles long. 

Qucdfey is three Miles long, and about nigh two Miles 
broad, there is no Harbour there, fave a Bay, called the 
Hame^ where Dutch Merchants refort on the South-weft 
fide of the Ifle, which runs in Eaft, and is fafe only in the 
Summer. 

Nejiing is about four Miles in Length, and two miles 
broad, and runneth out in feverall Head Lands, the Har- 
bours are Catfoord Voe, on the South fide, which runs in 
Weft North-weft, neareft. Dury Voe on the Weft fide, 
which runs in South : another at Brough called Hamj 
for fmall Veflells, but no coming in to it without a Pilot. 

Lunajiing is about 4 Miles long, and two miles broad, 
here no fafe Harbours, it runs alto in feverall Headlands : 
hence it has the Name Lunajiing^ as all the Pariflies of 
Zetland, which run out in the Sea in Arms of Land, are 
called Tangs. 

The fifth Baillerie and Minifterie in Order, is that of 
Sandftingy bounded with Tingwall on the Eaft, with 
Walls on the Weft, with the Ocean on the South, and 
with Delting on the North : here are two Churches for 
preaching and Congregations, one at Sand^ another at 
Aith : hence that part of the parifti is called Aithjling^ 
both are under one Bailierie, taking in with it the Ifles of 
vemendry and Papa litle. 

The Harbours here to the South are Sandr Soundvoe^ 
running up North and Northweft about four Miles, but 
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there is no fafe Entry without a Pilot : the next is Sand- 
Jhelde- Voe running up North about two Miles, a 3d Skelde 
Voe running up North a Mile, but has rocks in the Entry : 
here are feverall Pi6ts Houfes or Broughs, as alfo Trouts 
at Northborrow Firth^ greater than in any parts of this 
Countrey, 

The fixth in order is the Baillerie and Minifterie of 
Walls, comprehending Walls, Sandis with the Ifles of 
Valey, Papajioure, and Fair I/le, bounded with Sands- 
ting on the Eaft, on the South & Weft with the Ocean, 
on the North, with North Maven, Fulay, well repleniflied 
with Corns, Fifli, Feathers, & is Miles diftant from 

the Mainland. 

In VaJeyy as in fome other places through the Countrey, 
no Mice, Rats, or Cats will live, tho' brought to it. 

The Seventh Baillerie and Minifterie in order is Del- 
ting. 

The Eighth Baillerie and Minifterie is Nurthmaven. 

The Ninth is Yeil, a great Ifle, and next to the Main- 
land by North, having in it three Churches for Sermons, 
each diftant eight Miles from another, to it belongeth the 
Iflands of Samfrey, half the Ifland of Bigga, together 
with the Ifle Hqfcqfea, all inhabited, yea, the Ifle of 
Fetlary was at the Reformation and long after it, a part of 
this minifterie, which had but then one Minifter, though 
now it hath two, there are in Yell about twentie Chapells, 
it has one Baillerie, the Chief Harbours in it are, by South, 
Burravo, Hamnavo, Bajiavo, and Re-Firth : by North 
are Culyevo, &c. 

The tenth Baillerie and Minifterie in order is Fetlar, 
running Eaft by South, and Weft by North, there is no 
Harbour here, and but on Church for Sermon, tho* there 
are about 10 or 11 Chappels. 

The Eleventh and laft Bailierie and Minifterie in order 
is the Ifle of Uri/i. 
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Before I proceed to give a Defcriptioa of thefe Bailieries 
and Parifhes particularly, I (hall firft give the names of 
the remarkable Voes, that is, Bays and Firths in themi 
from an old Manufcript written a Hundred years ago, and 
fent to Sir James Balfour Lord Lyon, amongft whofe col- 
le^lions I found it. 

Thefe names are in the Norfe or Norvegian Language, 
and (lill are retained by the Inhabitants, as well the 
Modern as the Ancient, which are of a Norvegian Extract, 
and (lillfpeak their Language, they are many of them named 
from the Villages or Houfes adjacent to them, or from the 
Names of the old Poffeflbrs of the adjoyning Lands, 
called UdalerSy and therefore in the firft place thefe Norfe 
Words are to be explained, we meet with in the account 
of thefe Ifles a few of which are thefe following. 

A^ in the Teutontick Tongue fignifieth water, and be- 
caufe the Ifles are pieces of Land furrounded with water, 
feverall of their Names Terminate in a, as Papa, Burra^ 
&c. 

Air a Bank of Sand. 

Airv hotise the place of meeting appointed by the Foud 
General. 

Backie a fmall running water which gave rife to the 
Surname of the people of that Name. 

Bei/lane ; a Termination of a Surname fignifieing the 
Superlative Degree of Comparifon, 

J^land or Blend ; a Drink made of the Milk that re- 
maineth of Churned Butter, clarified smd Barrelled for 
Winter. 

Cqffie ; a Veflel made of Straw, for containing, weigh- 
ing and tranfporting*of Corns : the Weight of it on the 
Malt Poundler, fliould be half a Setten, and on the Bear 
Pundler eight Marks. 

Cujlellpenniej is the due the Bailive claimeth out of the 
goods of the deceafed. 
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Ey ; in the old Language (ignifieth water, and there- 
fore is adjedted to the Name of fome of the Iflands here, 
as Breffey. 

Foud ; an OflSce anfwering to our Sheriff: he was in- 
vefted with all power in Civil and Criminal Matters, and 
he had under him ten Deputed Fouds, anfwering to our 
Bailives, who exerced the Jurifdi6lion. 

Foudrie ; the Government of the Diftri6ls under the 
Foud and his Deputies. 

Gavelkind ; The Divifion of the Heritage and Move- 
ables, equally (fine difcrimine fexus vel cetatis) amongft 
the Children of the deceafed, only by the cuftome of 
Shetland^ the youngeft got the dweling Houfe, befide his 
(hare, upon the equal divifion of all the goods Heretable 
and Moveable. 

Holm ; a litle Ifle ; the mofl part of them are defart, 
and imployed only for pafturage. 

Lajl ; that of Malt is 24 Meils ; and that of Bear 38 
Meils. 

Leifpound ; a weight of their vidtuall, which containeth 
24 of their Marks, it is called alfo a Setten^ this anfwereth 
to 28 of our pounds at fixteen ounces the pound. 

Mark ; it anfwereth to a pound, but really contains 18 
Ounces. 

Meillj is their Boll, which contains Six Settens or Leif- 
pounds: 18 Meils of Malt, make a Chalder: and 36 
Meils of Bear, upon the Bear pundler, and 24 upon the 
Malt Pundler, makes a Chalder of Bear, which will mea- 
fure out 21 Bolls Linlithgow meafure : the Furlet will be 
a Setten and a half, but it altereth lefs or more, according 
to the goodnefs of the Grain. The toll of Meal will be 
but four Settens and a half, Orkney weight. 

Norn; the Language fpoken by the Inhabitants of 
Orkney and Zetland. 

Oyfe ; an inlet of the Sea. 
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PundleTj is a Beam diftinguifhed with the Marks of 
their weight, which hath a (lone upon the one end, (which 
flone on the Malt Pundler (hould be a Setten weight, and 
on the Bear Pundler fixteen Mark) and a Hook on the 
other end, for hanging up the Cq/jHe in which their Viftuall 
is. In moil it does refemble a Stalliard, on which mony 
is weighed. 

Roti/iy is a tempeiluous Tyde. 

Setten ; the fame with a Leifpoundy fix Settens make 
a Meil. 

Seatevy a Sirname from Seatevy whom they held was 
Saturn. 

Skeos, are little houfes built of dry denes without «ny 
Mortar, that the Wind may have free paflage through 
them, in which they dry their Fifties and Fleflies, and 
what is dryed fo is called Blowen meat : they call it vivday 
it is not falted. 

Shundhill ; the Decreet paft by the Fovde. 

Skerriesj Ragged Rocks. 

SiLcken^ a Bailiffrie, and the di(lri6t under the Bailiffs 
jurifdiftion. 

Tangy a piece of Land running out into the Sea. 

Voe ; a Creek or Bay. 

C7iia/-Lands, a Right of Pofleffion the Natives have 
fucceffively without either Charter or Seafine. 

Wartj or Ward Mil ; High hills upon which they plant 
Beacons, Viz. a heap of Turfs and Piets, which fired gives 
Advertifement to the Country People to meet there, this 
being feen by thefe of the adjacent Ward. 

Thefe particulars were to be premifed for the better 
underftanding of the^juftomes of the Inhabitants of thefe 

Ifles. 

In the next place, I ftiall give the Names of the Bayes 
and Roads in the feverall Pariflies, the Defcription of 

them is to be feen in the Account of the Bailliflries. 

3 
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In the PariOi of DUNROSENESS, there are thefe. 

At Suimburghrheadf Vigaanna Voe ; Oreatnefs- 
Voe ; and on the eafl iide of the Parifliy Aiths voe ; and 
on the Weft fide, one at St. Ninians Ifle. 

In BURR A Paritti. 

One called the Myne^ on the Weft fide of the Countrey, 
one called the MtUl on the North of the Ifie, on the Eaft 
fide is Cliftjound. 

In TIN QW ALL Parifli. 

ScaUoway-voe^ Quhytnefs-voej Laxford-voe^ and 
BeinwynefS'Voej WeifdeUvoe^ fVadhi/len-voe^ Delif-voe. 

In BRESSEYPsLTifh. 
BreJJey Sounds Cfunnuls-voe. 

In NEISTINO and SANDS T IN O Parifli. 

Tuetf-voCj Sandfili'VO€f Skeeldi-voe^ Orutting-voe^ 
Bringa'Seater-voej Aithf-voej and in the Ifle of Vemin' 
driey one upon the Weft-fide, and another on the North- 
fide. 

In WAES Parifli. 

Valley-Sound^ Hellenr Setter-voe. 

Weft from Walfound 16 Miles lyes the Ifle of Fulaj 
where Ships may ride, with a Land Wind, on either 
fide. 

In the Ifle of PapaJlouTy Hamna-voe^ Olla's-voe, and 
CalzeO'VOSj and Houforvoe. 

In the Parifli of DEL TING. 

Olna-Firthy Roefoundy Maivif grind- Voe^ Burra Firthy 
Daillis- VoCy Caldabackvoe. 
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In NOR THMA VINQ Paritti. 

Tuetfetmouthrvoe, Manga Settar-voe^ Ounnctfet-voe^ 
Hammers-voej Hiklfwichrvoe^ Stanehoiife-voej Hamna- 
voe^ Ranif'Voej Yell-foundy Burrorvoe, ColorFirth'Voe, 
Oluf'Voe. 

In the PariQi of YELL. 

Hamna-'Voej South-Ladie-voej Oravelland-voey Burra- 
voe, Rafirthy Silla firth^ Culzea-voe^ Olupe-voe. 

In NESTING Parilh. 

One' in the Ifle of Skerrie^ and in the Ifle of Quhalfay 
one Road. 

In UN ST Parifh. 
Ure foundy Balta Sound. 

On the MAINLAND. 

Suiningf'Voej Oille/brig-voe and Dure-voej La^-voe^ 
Cattfurd-voe and Vajforvoe. 

Southwell from Suinburghj ahout 24 Miles from the 
Land, lyes the Fair4Jle ; with a Creek for Barks, but no 
Conunodious Harbour. I come now to the particular 
Defcription of the Bailleries and Pariihes. 

The Defcription of DUNROSENES 

Chapter firft. 

T\UNROSENESS, the Southmoft part of Zetland, 
exteudeth it felf from South- Weft to North-Eaft, 

Viz. from FitfelJrhead to E after- Quarf, 12 large Miles : 
from South-Eaft to North Weft Viz. from Sournburg- 
head to Wejler Quarf, 10 large Miles : but further North 
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it drawes much Narrower, being about the Midle but fix 
Miles in Breadth, and in the Northmoft part, but three 
or four Miles at mod. 

The North-weft bounds of Dunrqfenefsj is a range of 
Hills very high, called the Clift Hills, lying alongft a 
narrow Arm of the Sea, two Miles in Breadth, dividing 
the Ifle of Burra from the Continent of Main-land : thefe 
Hills are five or fix Miles in Length, and very Steep to 
travell through, they lye from Wefter Quarfvn the Parifti 
of Burraj South^Eaft to Maweek^ where is a Creek or 
Voe, running two Bow-draught within the Land, but no 
Harbour, except for little Boats. Southward from Maweek 
lyes an Hill called Ireland^ Head, from which toward 
South-Eaft lyes a Village called Ireland^ where ftand the 
Walls and Steeple of an old Ejrk, and from that South- 
Eaft a Quarter of a Mile ftands a Gentleman's Houfe 
call'd Bigtoun and a Dutch Booth built by Bigtoun^ for 
the ufe of an Hamburgh Merchant, who lyes there in the 
Summer time, and makes Merchant Filhe^. Oppofite to 
which (diflant from the Continent, a Quarter of a Mile 
towards the South) lyes an Ifle called St. Ninians Ifle, 
about a Mile in length, and half a Mile in Breadth. 

This Ifle of St. Ninians^ is very pleafant and Fertile, 
in it is another Church call'd St. Ninians Kirk : this Ifland 
is but an Ifthmus or Peninfule ; for from the Continent 
fouthward, toward the midle of the Ifle, the Sea is divided 
by a Bank of Sand, and Channel, about twentie paces in 
breadth, by which they goe both on Horfe and Foot, as 
dry and fafe, as in any place, excepting when it blows a 
ftrefs, at Weft or North weft, at which time the Air or 
Bank is all covered over with the Sea, except when it is 
a Low water, at which time the IJlanders (when neceflity 
requireth) will venture forth upon their Horfes bred for 
that purpofe, who will cstutioufly wait a Lay, and fo at 
the regrefs of the Surges, they come fafely through. 
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Hard by this Ifle toTvard South-Eall, lyeth a little Ifle, 
or Holvoj not inhabited or manured, but very commodious 
for Pailurage of Sheep : in this Holm are a great many 
Sea Fowles, (of which an account Ihall be given in the 
Chapter concerning the Natural Hiftory of thefe Iflands) 
which here Neft and Hatch their young ones, they are 
very profitable to the Inhabitants of St. Ninians Ifle, by 
reafon of their Feathers (for which alone, I knew a Jew 
fent from Holland for that part of Trade, ) and their Eggs 
alfo are efteemed very good Meat, being boilled hard, and 
eaten with Vinegar. Between St. Ninians Ifle and the 
Continent, there is a Road or Bay entering from the 
South ; here Ships may ride fafe enough in the Summer 
time. 

From Bigtoun toward the South-Eafl:, (half a mile 
difl^nt) lyeth a Village called Rear-week^ pleafant and 
fertile ; here is another Creek or Voe, a good Harbour 
for little boats, but no Harbour for Ships. 

From Rear-weeky a Mile toward the South-Eaft, there 
is another Village called Scote/burghj where is another 
Creek or Voe^ which entering from Wefl: North-wefl, 
runs a Quarter of a Mile within the Land, yet is not a 
fafe Harbour for Ships, except when the Wind is at Eaft 
and North-Eail. Here the Hollands Galliots will fome- 
times ly till they fupply themfelves with Water and other 
neceflaries. Upon the South fide of this Voe is an head 
called Foranefsy which lyes out into the Sea a quarter of 
a Mile. Oppofite to which, toward North- Weft, is a little 
Ifle or Holm called Colza^ not a Mile in Circumference, 
this Ifle is not inhabited, nor manured, but affoords excel- 
lent pafture for Sheep and Neat ; the Sheep here, are 
extraordinary Fat. Upon the South-Eaft: fide of Fora- 
nefSf is another Creek or voe^ call'd Spiggie^ it is full of 
ragged Rocks, or Skerries in the entrie, and fo no Har- 
bour for Ships, but fafe enough for Boats. 
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From SpiggiCj toward the South, a quarter of a Mile 
diftant, is another Village called Nqfse^ where is another 
Creek or Voe^ but no Harbour for either Boat or Ship. 

From Nqfse to FitfelUhead^ toward South and South- 
Eaft, the length of four Miles, are very Rocks all along, 
without any Creek fave one, called Bergtxlie, Northweft 
from the point of Fit/ell two Miles, but neither is this any 
Harbour. 

Fitfell'head is a very high Hill, or Promontorie, yery 
Confpicuous to Seamen : within this head toward the Eafl, 
is another Creek, on the Eafl fide of which, there is one 
called OairthS'Nefs^ within which toward the Eaft, is 
Quendal Bay, which entering from the South, runs more 
than a Mile within the land. In the Entry of this Bay, 
are three little Ifles, or Holms^ the Weftmoft (diftant from 
OairthnefSj a large Mile of Sea) is called Crqfseholniy it 
is good Pafture for Sheep. The next lymg hard by it, 
toward South-Eaft, is caird Smne-Ifland^ it is a very 
little Holm, and lyes very low. The third South-Eaft 
from it (hard by the Land, on the other fide of the Bay) 
is called Horfe-IJland ; it is a very high Holm, but little, 
there is no entring of this Bay with Ships, on the Eaft 
fide of thefe Holms, nor yet between them ; but between 
CrofS'Holm (the Weftmoft of the three) and Gairthfnefs 
is a very fpaeious Entry, without any Rocks or Shoals. 

This Bay is too open for a Winter Harbour, but very 
commodious for the Hollanders in Summer time. The 
beft Anchoring ground is in the Weft fide of the Bay, in 
a little Creek or Voe called Oairths-Banks^ a Mile diftant 
from the outmoft part of Oairths-Nefs. 

The Bay has its name from Quendal^ the Seat of a 
Gentleman of the Name of St. Clare^ one of the moft 
ancient and richeft Heritors in this part of the Main land ; 
whofe Predeceflbr honourably relieved the Duke of Medina 
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Sidoniay when Shipwrack*d in the Fair-IJle belonging to 
him. 

From Qairthfbank to Quendahy (a Quarter of a Mile) 
is a very pleafant Piatt of fertile Land, as likewife from 
Quendale North- weft to Spiggie^ but from Quendale 
(a large half Mile toward South-Eail, Ea(t and Norths 
Eaft) is nothing but fand, whereas, within thefe fiftie 
years, it was all Com Land, and pleafant Meadows. It 
is a white Sand fo admirably light, that with but an ordi* 
narie guft of Wind, it flies fo thick, that (like Mift) it 
darkens the Horizon. In the midft of this fand, (at the 
end of Quendal Bay) ftands the South Kirk of Dunrofe- 
nefsy called the Crofs-Kirk^ a Church prettie large .and 
well repleniQied, biit of no Magnificent ftru6lure, yet 
equall to (if not exceeding) the reft of the Countrey. 
This Church is furrounded with Banks of Sand, two or 
three paces diftant from the Water, confequently no good 
Burial place, for, if it blow but an ordinary gale, many of 
the Cofiins are difcovered, and fometime naked Corpfes j 
for all have not Coffins. To the South wall of this Church, 
ate affixed two Monuments, one very Large, and very 
curioufly cut, at the Expences of He&or Bruce of Mow^ 
anefs : another (not fo large nor fo fine) belonging to 
J^awrence Sinclair of Quendale : there are other two^ 
within the Church, ftanding upon Pillars, one pertaining 
to Robert Bruce of Soumhurgh, another to Quendale ; 
befides thefe are no graved Stone Infcriptions or Monu- 
ments within Dunrofenefs. 

On the Eaft fide of Quendal Bay, lyes a platt of Ground, 
dry and very pleafant, all good Corn Land : this they call 
the Nefs. It is in length from North- weft to South Eaft> 
Viz. from the head of Quendale Bay^ to Soumburgh 
hsady two large Miles : about a large Mile downward from 
the head of Quendale Bay^ toward South Eaft, is a Creek 
or Foe, entering South weft (in the tnouth of the Bay, 
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hard by Horfe-IJland) called Wejl Voe^ a very good 
Harbour, for Ships, in the Summer time, but too open for 
a Winter Harbour. Hard by this Voe toward South and 
South-Eafl, (land the Walls of a ruinous houfe, built by 
Patrick Earl of Orkney^ and (a Bow-draught from it) 
the Houfe of Soumburgh^ a Houfe prettie large formal, 
and very well fituat : A little from which (toward South- 
Eaft) is Soumburghrheaii, a very high Hill, or Promon- 
torie, verie Confpicuous to Seamen ; it is in length from 
North to South, a large half Mile, narrow toward the 
South point of it. Here is excellent Pafture for Horfes, 
Sheep, and Neat. Off this head, there is a very impetuous 
Tide called the Roujl. A South South-Eaft Moon, 
makes high Water here. 

Haveing thus defcribed the Weft fide of Dunrofenefs, 
we come now to the Eaft fide of it, and beginning from 
the South point of Soumburghhead, {viz. from South to 
North) We reckon from it to Lowfie-Law^ a very Low 
head, at the entrie of Gratne/s-voe^ fome more than a 
Mile. Within Lotvfi-Law (toward Weft & North weft) 
is the entrie to two Bayes or Voes^ divided by a narrow 
neck of Land, called JVilfnefs. The Voes are thefe ; 
that on the South-Eaft fide of Wilfnefsj is Oratnefs-voe^ 
which (entering from Eaft and North-Eaft) runs a Quarter 
of a Mile within the Land : here lyes the Dundees VeflTel 
till flie receive her Loading, viz. Fiflies, Butter, Oyl, Beef, 
Hides, and Tallow. On the South Eaft fide of this vocy 
and near about the midle of it, is Qratnefsy or Oreedy- 
Nefsj where the Dundee Merchants have their Booths, 
as alfo fome Tavemers, (who in the Summer time) have 
their refidence there, for felling of Ale, Beer, and Brandie 
to thefe Merchants, and their Cuftomers, who refort thither. 
The other voe, lying on the Northweft of Wilfnefsj and 
running alfo a quarter of a Mile, within the Land, is called 
the Dutch-pool^ becaufe the Dutch and Hamburgh 
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Merchants were ufed to lye there, and make Merchant 
Fifties : this is the only fafe Winter Harbour, in this 
Parifti, only the entrie of it is a little dangerous, if it blow 
at Eaft, or North-Eall, by reafon of Sholes, except at a 
Full Sea, and a Stream Tide. Above this Voej toward 
Weft and North-weft, is a large Piatt of Fertile ground, 
and pleafant Meadows. 

From this Bay, the Land lyes North & North Eaft ; 
two large Miles to the Voe of Skelberry^ which runs near 
half a Mile, within the Land. This is no Harbour for 
Ships, being full of Sholes and Rocks. 

From this Voe^ the Land lyes North and North-Eafl^ 
(with high Rocks, all along, and fome little Creeks) three 
large Miles to Leven week Sound. South & South-weft 
from Leven week (a large Mile diftant) lye the Ruins of 
two Forts, built by the Pi^s^ upon a Rock, clofe by the 
Sea : a little befouth which, are three blind Rocks, called 
the BcUles of Glumley, two of them lye hard by the Shore, 
the third more than a Bow draught off : they are to be 
feen at a low water : within the outmoft of thefe Balls or 
Skerries^ a Ship of good Burden (if acquainted) may pafs 
without hazard, but if unacquainted they will doe well to 
keep without them. 

Leven-week found, enters from South-Eaft and runs 
North-weft two Miles within the Land, it is in Breadth, a 
large Mile: Here the Hollands Bujhes^ or Herring 
Fifliers, will ly in great Numbers, fometimes to the Number 
of an Hundred Sale at once, to whom the people from all 
Quarters, refort with Stockings, woven Gloves, Garters, 
Feathers &c. which they exchange with the Hollanders 
for Tobacco, Brandie, Shoes, Boots, Money S^c. 

Round about this Sound are Villages, and Arable Land 
with fome Moor interjefted, good for Pafturage, and 
Fuell. 

On the North Eaft fide of the found, is the Nefs of 
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Comlff'Week (very commodious for Pailuring of Horfes, 
Neat and Sheep) within which toward the Eaft, is the 
Bay of Sandtcickj which entering from South, runs a large 
half mile within the Land ; a good Harbour for Ships in 
the Summer time. At the head of this Bay is the Kirk 
of Sandivickj a Kirk of as good a Figure, and Order, as 
any almoft in this Country. Here is a platt of ground, 
very pleafant, and indifferently fertile. Alongft the Eail 
fide of this Bay, is a Nefs, good Failure for Horfes, Neat, 
and Sheep, called Nonefs^ in the South end of which 
Nefs, is a very high Hill, call'd Nonefs-head^ here are 
very great Seas, when it blowes at South and South-Eaft. 

From this Head, the Land lyes North, for the length 
of a (hort Mile, ( Viz. to Sands Air) and near about the 
midil, betwixt Nonnefs-head and Sands Air (a fhort mile 
diilant from the Shore toward the Eaft) lyes an Ifle called 
Mofifsa^ or Queen^s IJland^ in length from North to South, 
fcarce a Mile, and a Quarter of a Mile in Breadth : it was 
formerly inhabited, and a part of it manured, but now is 
only appropriat for Pafturing of Neat, Horfes, and Sheep. 
In the Weft fide of this Ifle, toward the Land is a Caftle 
or Fort, built, as is fuppofed, by the Pi&s ; It is of a 
Pyramidal Form, or like a round Dovecoat, drawing 
nan'ow toward the top ; the Rooms of it, have beeii in 
the Walls around the Houfe, it is built clofe by the Shore, 
and the Sea by an under Pafiage flowes up within it. 

I take the rife to difcourfe of our firft building with 
Stone and Lime, in the North part of Britain and the 
Ifles, from what is faid of the PiBs Houfes, and I am of 
Mr. MauVs opinion, that the Pid:s were a more Civil 
people than the other Inhabitants of this Ifle, and leam'd 
firft, from the Romans the Art of Building* Mr. MauTs 
words are, Mea opinione videntur Scoti Sf Pi6ti, ex 
Lapidibus Sf calce cedijicandi rationem primum accepiffe^ 
ex opere illo Romano, quod extruxit Legio Romana, jam 
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non amplvus rediiuroj Eugenic Fergufii Jecundi filiOj 
apud nos regente^ qui adhuc in tutela Grsemi Proregis, 
avifui materni hi enim (ut nojlri referunt) ubi Vallum 
antea a Severo du^um fuerat^ murum e Lapidibus 
extruunt^ o&o pedes latuin^ duodecim alturn^ ac eum in 
ambitu cq/iellis dijlinguebant^ quorum nonnulla Oppi- 
dorum Jpeciem prcBferebant. Principium autem duce- 
bat in Agris Piftorum, ab Abercorno Arc^, Jiniebaiur 
autem haud procul Brittannoduno, in Scotorum Regione^ 
ut utraque Oensy antea ignara ArchitedurcBj inde ex- 
emplum Jumpferit ah JEdicula vera ilia rotunda quce 
ejl ad Carontem Amn^m Scotos defumpfijje exemplaria 
JEdificiorum primorum credibile e/lj ut ^ Piftos, non- 
nullcB enim hujtifmodi adhuc in in/iilis tum Hethlandicis, 
tum Orcadenfibus integrtse rem^nenty turn ^ in Roffia 
Regione : Brehini item turris Sacrce cedis rotunda^ per- 
vetujium opus^ at poji cedijicata^ quam UUb qucs in Irifnlis 
Junt tarn ad Carrontem, quce omnes ex Lapidibus Jine 
ccemento conjlru&ce Junt ; ifla autem quas Brehini ejl 
calce coagmentatay quam veiujlioremy ac prius cedificor 
tarrty quam ipfa facra cedes, ex cohcefione Turris cum 
cede Jatis facile videre licet. Ejl Sf huic altera Abre- 
nethii, qucB Regia quondam Pi6lorum, ex ccefo item 
lapide ac calce firmata, ego facile crederem Piftorum 
utrumque Opus. 

An vero Romani, an ipsi Barhafiy cediculam rotundam 
quiS ad Carrontem est^ €edificaverintj ac ibi pro fano con* 
stitu^rint incertum apud nostros Scriptores : ego a nostris 
excitatum opinarer, quia adhuc in ultima Roffia, qua nun- 
quam Romanorum arma penetrarunt^ hujusmodi adhuc 
qucedam extant integra €edificia 8^ majora S^ Laxiora: 
Prdsterea muUis in locis ruirue ac Kudera ialium quandam 
adicularum Orbicularium, qua ut plurimum in locis 
edilioribus cernuntuTj ab Incolis vero appeUaniur Crun- 
nach, quam vocem prifci fermonis periti inierpretantur 
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Gentis rotunda eedificia, et ibi eerie Ptolemeus collocat 
Creones ; quce tox effbnnala videtur a vocabulo Patrio 
Crunach. 

In Hethlandicis Insulis plurimce hvjusmodi CBdiculce 
sunU qucB vidgo a Pictis excitatce creduntur. Illic eerie 
adhuc Pictorum JEdificia monjlrantur ex magnis <§ qua- 
dratis Saxis af peris conjiru&a^ rotunda^ ad omnia JimUia 
MdiculcB rotundcB quae eji ad Carrontem Amnem ae ere- 
ditur opus quondam Romanorum fuiffej ah optimis quibuj- 
que Scriptoribus^ <§ ad hujus formam ctetera omnia quce 
vel in RofBa 'oel proximis Infulisjuni^ wdificata ejfe. 

At ijia qua in Infulis longejunt majora, cubilia vero nan 

humi inJblOfJed in crcbfsitie muri^ ad quajcenditur ah inu) 

circumitione quadam muri turhinatim adinjiar cochlecBs ^ 

Jic adjummumfajligium, utje quis circuire quam (ifcendere 

credat. 

Hujus generis adhuc unum in iitfulaMouffk integrum^ 
e cujus imo Jblo dejcenfus ejl fuhterraneus quern incolce 
aiunt pertingere tifque ad proximum mare, quod non 
inde procul di/iat, ibique exitum fortiri, uhi quondam 
Incolce Pi6li Jcaphas Sf Naviculas hahehant in omnes 
JbrtuncB evectus parata ; utji qua vi autfraude ah Hqfli- 
bus Domus capta fui/fetyfeu ohfejfa, utfe per defcerifum 
tanquam per Cunicidos ad mare Jeje recipere potuijjent, 
ac hojiium manus Jic evader e. 

But to return ; from Sands Air (of which we fpoke,) 
the Land lyes North Eall, for the length of two Miles, 
Vi%. to Cuni/burghj where is another Kirk, built in the 
time of Poperie : above this Kirk Northward (two large 
Miles) is only Arable Land and Meadows, a very plea- 
fant platt of ground. 

From the Kirk of Cunjf/burghj the Land lyes again 
Eaft and South-Eaft, the length of two Bow draughts, 
making a little Foe or Bay befide the Kirk, but it is very 
open, and full of Skerries, and therefore no Harbour: 
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but from the Kirk, two Bow- draught eaftward, is another 
Bay or Voe^ called Aithf-voe^ entering from South, and 
running North (a large half Mile) within the land. It is 
a narrow Voe and an Harbour good enough for fmall 
Ships, even in the winter time. On the Eaft fide of this 
VoCj lyes a Nefs called Holy Nefs^ a Mile and an half 
in length, from the end of which Nefs, toward Eaft and 
North Eaft, Enters Brejfif Sound ; along which Dunrofe- 
nefs lyes. North Weft, four Miles to Eafter-Qwfff/" in the 
Parifti of Burra. 

Thus you fee that the Arable Land and places Inha- 
bited in Dunrofenefs lye around the Coaft ; now the land 
Interjected, is Hills, very commodious for pafturage of 
Horfes, Neat, and Sheep, as likewife for Fewell, where, 
Mark, that they who live neareft the Hill are beft accom- 
modat, in all the Refpedls before mentioned. 

Dunrofenefs was of Old, divided into three Parifties, 
but now only into two, (united under one Miniftrie) 
Viz. the South Parifli or Parifti of Crofs-Kirk^ and the 
Parifli of iSlflwrfe^ic A:, the people of Cunifburgh now re- 
forting to Sandwich. As concerning the reft of the Kirks 
and Chapels in Dunrofenefs, by whom they have been 
built, and upon what occafion, cannot be certainly deter- 
mined : fome think they have been built by Shipwracked 
Men in the time of Popery, and Dedicated to their Guard- 
ian Saints : others that the Udallers of this place (being 
men of Subftance) have built them for their own con- 
veniencie and Eafe. 

Dunrofenefs, as it is the moft fertile, fo it is above 
Comparifon the moft Populous place in all Zetland : the 
only grains that grow in this place, are Oats and Bear, 
of which (if they fold none to other places of the Country) 
they would feldome want as much as ferve themfelves, 
which is the peculiar advantage of this place. There is 
good ftore of Sheep, Neat, and Horfes here; but the 
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Wool is very rough, yet of it they make the fineft Stuffs 
and Stockings, that you will readily find of Wool, but it 
cofls them a great deal of pains to fine it. Their Cloth 
is not fo good here : they were wont to make very Courfe 
Cloth, (called fVadmiln) the threeds whereof, were as 
thick as Fifiiers Lines, and this they payed to the Danes^ 
as a part of their Superiour Duties, but now they fpin it 
fmall enough, but they have no Cloth Milns to thicken it, 
and therefore (being thickened only with hands) it is not 
dureable. Their Mutton for the mod part being pondered, 
(tiiat is falted) is dryed in little Houfes, which they call 
Skeesj Uoufes built of dry Stones without any Morter that 
the Wind may have free paiTage through them, for which 
caufe they call the Meat fo dryed, Blowen Meat, which 
really is not unpleafant. 

The Oxen and Cows here, are prettie big, a great deal 
taller than in Orkney^ but the Horfes are very little 
generally, not exceeding nine hands breadth ; an Horfe 
of twelve hand breadth hight (which is but rare here) is 
efteemed a very tall Horfe, but to fpeak truth, they are 
metalled above belief. 

Some of the Gentlemen here, have very tall Horfe, for 
their own Sadies, which they bring from Caithnefs or 
Orkney. Here were wont to be great plentie of Fifbes, 
but now they are much decayed, whereby you may per- 
ceive (Fifties being the chief income here) how much this 
place (as alfo the reft: of the Country) is impoveriftied, 
yet not fo much by the decay of Fifties, as by the exorbi- 
tant exadUons of the Cufl:omers that come to thisCountrey : 
whereby they have baniflied the Dutch and Hollanders 
from this place, without whofe Commerce it can hardly 
fubfift. The feverall kinds of Fifties here are thefe, 
Killing, Ling, Tufli, Turbat, Skeat, Seaths, Sea-dogs, 
(here called Hoes) and Podlocks (here Piltocks) which 
three laft are very beneficial, by reafon of the Oyl they 



OF SHETLAND. 47 

make of their Livers, which is one chief commodity of 
this" place. 

Of the Fifhes they take, fome they fait, fome they 
hang in Skees till they be fowre, and thefe they call 
Blowen Fi(hes, which indeed are very delicious, & eafie 
to be concodled : here they make no Stock-Fiflies : 
another chief product of this place is Butter, which here 
they make very good. Here likewife are many Swine, 
whereof they make delicious Hamms, only the Swine 
here are little. 

The Parifh of Cross-Kirkj hath this great advantage, 
that they never want Ale, whereas the reft of the Countrie, 
(abftra3;ing from the Towns, and fome few Gentlemen's 
Houfes) they have feldom or never other drink in the 
Winter, but Bland^ or rather Blende being a Liquor 
blended or mixed of Milk and Water, which flowes from 
the Butter, this they Tunn up in Puncheons in the 
Summer time, and keep it till Winter, it is then in 
colour, like White Wine, they afcribe to it a vertue to 
warm the Stomach, which muft be from the Acrimonie 
of it, they are accuftomed to drink it without prejudice, 
but they that are not, will quickly find Damage by 
it, for it is the moft aftringent Liquor that ever I tafted. 
Experto crede. 

There are no Woods, nor Forrefts, no Parks nor 
Orchards in this place ; here are no Partridges, nor 
Moorfoul, but abundance of Duck, Teal, Plivers, &c. 
there are no Foxes, no Toads, no Snakes, nor any 
venomous Creature : here were abundance of Rabbets, 
but many of them are deftroyed by Weafels, malicioufly 
brought hither by His Majefties Falconer, becaufe once 
refufed Rabbets to his Hawks. 

There are no Rivers, but very good Springs ; yet none 
we know Medicinal: there are fome Loughs in this 
place, but not very Big ; one in the North weft part of 
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the Pariih called the Lough of VcUefeter^ about a Mile 
and an half in circumference : the next South-Eail from 
it, and three Miles diftant, is the Lough of Scoii/burgh^ 
near two Miles in circumference : the third, South-£aft 
from it half a Mile, is the Lough of HUwelly fcarce a 
mile in circumference : the fourth, North Eaft from it a 
Mile, is the Lough of Skelberry about a Mile and a half 
in circumference. The fifth, North-Eaft from it fome 
more than a Mile, is the Lough of Clumely^ about a 
Mile in Circumference. The 6<A, in the Northmoft end 
of Dunrofenefs^ is the Lough of Flatkbujler^ about a 
Mile and a half in circumference. Thefe Loughs are 
repleniflied with no Fiflies, but Trouts (whereof they 
have plenty) but all of them very good for Gunning, 
having abundance of Ducks, Teals, Swans, &c. 

We know of no Mineral here, nor fubftance caft up by 
the Sea, except the Wrack of Broken Ships, whereof the 
Admiral difpofeth. 

This Countrie with Orkney is a Stewartrie, the greater 
Affairs whereof are (in the Stewards abfence) managed 
by a Steward Deputie, or Deputies ; the lefler by Baillies 
(commiifionated by the Steward) in their refpe6live 
Parifhes and Ifles. 

The Inhabitants of the South Parifli, are (for the mod 
part) Strangers from Scotland^ and Orkney whofe Lan- 
guage, Habite, Manners and Difpofitions, are almoft the 
fame with the Scotti/hy only here they are much more 
Sagacious and fubtile, and withall falfe and deceitfuU, 
proud above meafure. Stubborn if foftly, but Flexible if 
roughly handled, not unfitly compared by a certain Gentle- 
man to the Thiftle, which if you grip not hard, will prick 
you. 

They are generally great Drinkers, and withall Vene- 
reous and Quarelfome, their Language is the fame with 
the Scoti/hy yet all the Natives can fpeak the Gothick or 
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Norvegian Tongue : they are generally very iharp, and 
v^ docile : by reafon of their Commerce with the Hol- 
lander^ they promptly fpeak Low-Dutch. In this Parifli 
are many Gentlemen, who are either Sinclairs or Stewarts^ 
the OffTpring of feveral Earls of Orkney^ or Bruces from 
Scotland^ who are (except fome Kings-Land, and feme 
UdaU-Land poflefled by fome of the Udallers) Proprie- 
taries of all Dunrqfenefs. 

The inhabitants of the North Parifh are, very few ex- 
cepted, Natives of the place, yet of the fame habit, Man- 
ners and Difpofition with the other, excepting that here 
they are very fober, lefs venereous and Quarrelfome, and 
withall richer. Here are many UdaUers^ Proprietaries 
of the Land manured by them, thefe are Men of fub- 
ftance : all the Inhabitants of this Parifh can fpeak the 
Oathick or Norvegian Language, and feldom fpeak other 
among themfelves, yet all of them fpeak the Scots Tongue, 
more promptly, and more properly, than generally, they 
do in Scotland. 

Their Hofpitality here muft not be pretermitted, wherein 
a common Farmer doth farr exceed the Gentlemen of other 
places. 



The Defcription of the FAIR ISLE. 

Chapter fecond. 

^HE Fair-I/kj lyes near about the midft between 

Orkney and Zeatland^ and from it (if the Horizon 

be clear) you may have a Profpe6t of both Countries : 

of Zetland^ a very clear view, but not fo diflin£t of 

Orkney^ becaufe the Land lyes low. 

This Ifle is in length from North to South, three Miles, 

but very narrow, not exceeding a large half mile, in the 

4 
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broadeft place : the Hollanders (who ufually Cruiz about 
it) reckon it three Leagues in circumference : here are 
very impetuous Tides, which (without a good Gale of 
Wind,) no Ship is able to cutt : a South- South-Eail Moon 
caufeth high Water here. 

This is a very high lying Land having three Hills or 
Promontories ; two in the Weft-fide : one near the South- 
end called Malcolms-head ; another near the North-end 
called the Wart ; a third on the Eaft fide called Vajfeter^ 
to which is adjoined the Sheeps- Craigy a very high Rock 
about a quarter of a Mile in Circumference; it hath 
excellent Grafs for Sheep, and the Sheep there are admi- 
rably Fatt ; they ufe no Doggs to take them, but Men 
on foot catch them without diflBculty, for being chafed but 
once about the Rock they fall of their own accord, which 
if they do not the Shepherd concludes them not fat 
enough for Slaughter : the only entrie to this Rock is 
from the Sea, for it lyes low in the Eaft Corner only, and 
afcends by degrees towards the Weft ; in the midft of it 
is an excellent Spring, and under it juft about the midfl;, 
the Sea runs through it as through a Vault of well poliflied 
work ; where fmall Boats fometimes (to fliun the Violence 
of the Tides) pafs through fafely. 

This Rock as I faid is adjoined to the Land, yet only 
in the bottom of it, and thirtie Fathoms upward by a 
Narrow neck of Ground, above which about an 100 
Fathoms bight it is divided from Vajfeter the adjacent 
Promontory, fo as there can be no entrie to it from the 
l^and, whereas within thefe 40 or 50 years it was Levell 
jS^ound. 

In this Ifle are two Harbours, one in the South end of 
the Ifle, called the South Harbour, entering from South- 
South-Eaft, it is ftiU of Rocks, and no Harbour for Ships, 
but commodious for Orkney Boats that travel to Zetland. 
In the South-weft neck of this Creek or Voe^ is a Booth, 
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built by Quendale proprietarie of the Ifle, for the ufe of 
an Hamburgh Merchant, who ufed to lye there, and make 
Merchant Fifties, hard by which (lands the Kirk of the 
Ifle : the other Harbour lying Weft and North-Eaft from 
it, about a Mile and an half, is called the North- Haven ; 
it lyes on the Eaft fide of the Ifle, benorth the Sheep- 
Craig^ and enters from Eaft North-Eaft : this Harbour is 
clean enough, having no Rocks nor Sholes, but one very 
fmall and high Rock, good for fixing of a Land Rope ; 
the only fafe entrie to this Harbour is in the North fide 
of that little Rock : here fmall Ships may ride fafe 
enough in the Summer time, but it is no good Winter 
Harbour. 

This Ifle is furrounded, with very high Rocks, all 
along, fave only in the South end, and North-eaft part of 
it, in both which places, are many Skerries or Ragged 
Rocks : on each fide of the Ifle, are fome little Creeks, 
where (if the Wind blow not on the Land) a Ship may 
flop a Tide. 

This Ifle is indifierently fertile fo far as it is manured, 
yeelding greater increafe, than any Land in Zetland^ but 
the Cultivated ground of it is but little, lying all together 
in the South end of the Ifle, the refl: they referve for 
Pafturage and Fewell, though the moft part of the Ifle 
might be made good Com- Land : their Grafs here is very 
ftiort, but very Fatt, as appears by the more than ordinary 
fattnefs of their Milk and Butter : there is no grain here 
but Oats and Bear, whereof they feldome want as much as 
ferves themfelves : no Woods here nor Loughs, no Rivers, 
no Broom, no Whins, no Partridges no Moorfowles ; but 
there are here Multitudes of Sea Fowles, which are not a 
little beneficial to the Iflanders by reafon of their Feathers, 
which is one chief Commoditie of this place, but they 
buy them dear, with their hazard always, and fometime 
the lofs of their Lives, for they Neft in high Rocks, more 
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then a 100 Fathom depth from the Surface of the Eartb, 
as many Fathoms high from the Sea, they goe down in 
Ropes to catch them, and fometimes in dead of catching 
the prey, they fometime catch a flip and are either cnifhed 
on the Rocks, or drowned in the depth. An excellent 
Falcon nefts and hatcheth in this place, whofe young 
ones are taken with the fame difficultie and hazard, that 
the Sea Fowles are caught. 

The cbiefefl income of this Ifle, is Fifhes, whereof they 
have great plenty. Viz. Killing,' Ling, Skeat, Turbatt, 
Seaths, Sea-dogs (here called Hoes) and Podlocks (here 
Piltocks) which three lad are very beneficial, by reafon of 
the oyl, which they make of their Livers. 

Of the Fifhes they take (fuch as are for their own ufe) 
fome they eat firefh, fome they hang in Skeos till they be 
foure, and thefe they call blown Fifli : fuch as they defign 
for Merchant Ware, fome they fait, fome they hang frefh 
in Skeos, till they be perfectly dry, and thefe they call 
Stock Fiflies, whereof they have great plentie here. 

This Ifle is reckoned ten Leagues, or thirtie Miles 
from Zetland yet is united with the Miniftrie of Dunrofe- 
nefiy the Minifter whereof goes thither once a Year, where 
for the fpace of fix Weeks (lefs or more, according to his 
conveniencie) he daily difcharges fome part of his Minif- 
terial Function, preaching frequently. There is a little 
Church here, more regular, and more orderly frequented, 
than will be eafily believed : they have always a Reader, 
who every Sabbath reads the Sacred Scriptures, and in 
the Miniilers abfence Catechizes them : and it is worth 
the marking, that Fomicatiout and other fuch efcapes 
(frequent in other places) are very rare here. 

The Inhabitants of this Ifle, are (for the mofl; part) 
from Zetland^ whofe Language, Habit, Manners and 
Difpofitions, are almoft the fame with theirs, only here 
all the Inhabitants are bald : for which caufe the Zet- 
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landers fay of them, that there is not an Hair between 
them and Heaven : they themfelves afcribe the caufe of 
their Baldnefs to their exceflive toyling in Rowing through 
Impetuous Tydes; but I rather incline to believe^ that 
their baldnefs proceeds from Seals, for all of them being 
full of Seals while they are young, doeth neceffarly occa- 
fion their lofs of Hair : Now their Scalynefs may be judged 
to proceed either from their Neftinefs, or (which I am 
apt to believe) from the dropping of the Fiflies, which 
hang above their Heads, as they enter their Skeos. 

The Inhabitants of this Ille, were of late Men of con- 
fiderable Subftance, but now they are greatly Impoverifhed, 
not fo much through depredations, as that the Engli/k 
and Hollanders take not them in their way, for the oc- 
cafional accefs of Strangers is their greateil advantage for 
vending their Fiflies, Feathers, ^c. 

One memorable Aocident, here occurs, namely that 
the Duke of Medina^ Admiral of the Formidable Spani/h 
Armado (in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth^ Anno 1588) 
here fuffered Shipwrack in a Creek on the Eaft fide of 
this Ifle, where the Ship fplit, but the Duke with 200 
Men came to Shore alive, and wintered here in great 
Miferie, for the Spaniards at firfl eating up all they could 
find, not only Neat, Sheep, Fifhes, and Fowls, but alfo 
Horfes, the Iflanders in the Night, carried off their Beafts 
and Victual to places in the Ifle, where the Spaniards 
might not find them : the Officers alfo finally commanded 
the Souldiers to take nothing but what they payed for, 
which they did very largely, fo that the People were not 
great lofers by them, having got a great many Spani/h 
RyaUsj for the Vi£tualls they gave them, but now the 
People fearing a Famine among themfelves, kept up their 
Vi6):uals from the Spaniards ; thus all fupply from the 
Ifle failing them, they took their own Bread (which they 
had preferved) which being dipt in Fifti oyl, they did eat, 
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which being alfo fpent, it came to pafs, that many of them 
died for Hunger, and the reft were fo weakned, that one 
or two of the Iflelanders finding a few of them together, 
could eafily throw them over the Banks, by which means 
many of them died, at length all fuftenance failing, not 
only to the Spaniards^ but alfo to the Iflelanders, they 
fent a fmall Boat or Yole to Zetland^ defireing a Ship to 
carrie them out, left all the Inhabitants of the Ifle fliould 
be famiflied. Notice came to Andrew Umphrey of 
Burry (then Proprietarie of the Ifle) who having a Ship 
of his own, inftantly went to the Ifle), and brought them 
to Zetland^ where for the fpace of 20 days, or a M oneth, 
they met with better Entertainment. The Duke ft:ayed 
at Qucndale till the Ihip was readie, where (imagining 
the People did admire him) he made his Interpreter aik 
Malcolm Sinclair, of Quendale, if ever he had feen fuch 
a Man ? to which Malcolm in broad Scots (unintelligible 
to the Interpreter) replyed, Farcie in that face, I have 
feen many prettier men hanging in the Burrow-Moor. 

From Zetland Andrew Umphrey carried them in his 
little Ship to Dunkirk, for which the Duke rewarded 
him with three thoufand Merks. 

The Defcription of B VRRA Y. 

Chapter third. 

JD URRA Y is fo called, becaufe it fignifies a Burrough 
or Brugh : it lyes upon the Weft fide of the Main- 
land of Zetland, fome what Southerly, every where en- 
compafled with the Sea, and is divided into two Iflands, 
to wit, Kirk'IJland and Houfe-IJland : Kirk-IJland lyes 
Weftmofl;, being in length from Keth-nefs Southward, to 
Brunnin-nefs Northward, four Miles and an half, and in 
breadth (even where it is broadeft) not a quarter of a 
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Mile, from Eaft to Weft ; the South-moft and weftmoft 
parts of it are covered with Grafs, the Northmoft, and 
Eaftmoft, with Heather. 

Here is a Church, within a Mile to the Southmoft end 
of the Ifland, ftanding near to the Sound fide of Burray^ 
called St Latorence Church, (Built as it is reported, by 
the Mid-moft of the three Norvegian Sifters, the eldeft 
having built the Church of TingwaU, and the youngefl; 
fifter the Church of Ireland) the fteeple whereof, will be 
five or fix Stories high, though a little Church, yet very 
fafliionable, and its Sativum SanBorum (or Quire) yet 
remains. 

Here, near a Mile and a half from the Northmoft end 
of this Ifland, there is a Chapell in Brough (the higheft 
place Inhabitated within the Ifland) how it is namied, or 
by whom it was built it is not known : now it is become 
altogether ruinous. 

Here are two or three fterile Loughs, or rather Pooles : 
here are two rich Coniegars, the one in the Links of 
Meauj Southward, and the other in the Links of Meai^ 
Northward. 

Here is a Sound that divides Kirk-IJland and Houfe- ' 
Ijland called Burray Sound, and from South to North, 
it is fix or eight Miles in length, at the South-moft end, 
it will be a Mile of Breadth, and at the Northmofli end, 
half a Mile, but in the midle of it from Eaft to Wefl:, very 
narrow ; which at Grumde Sound, every Sixth hour, 
Ebbs dry, where when it flows there is a Current of TydU 
gate ; the Southmoft end of this Sound, a long Mile from 
the Sea, it is deep water, and good Anchor ground, in a 
fmall Bay whereof toward the Weft-North- Wefl:, an 
MamhirgJier Merchant lyes with a Ship yearly in the 
Summer, for making of i^j/%, and buying of other Com- 
modities of the Countrey : to the North and Eaft of this, 
are many blind Rocks, Shelves, and bafe foul ground. 
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commonly called the Baes of Sumbifter^ and of PapkiUj 
and of Norbiflerj ^c. where no Ships frequait, but in the 
Northmoft end of this Sound the Water is deeper, and 
the ground clearer, where are two fmall Holms, the one 
ftraight befouth the other. 

Hqufe-Jjland lyes Eaftmoft, being in length from 
Haufe-^tefs Southward to Walfees Air Northward, three 
Miles and a half. The South-mod end whereof is covered 
with Grafs, and the North-moft with Heather. In Houfs- 
nejs there is a Fromontoreie with a Wart upon the top of it. 

Here, within a Mile of the Southmoft end of the 
Ifland, is a Gentleman's dwelling-Houfe oppoiite to the 
Church on the other fide of the Sound, whofe Simame 
is Sinclair, above an Hundred years ftanding in this 
Countrey. 

This Ifland hath on the Bad fide of it, Clijl-Skmnd (fo 
called from the high hills above it, the Clifts which 
diQoyn it from the Continent or Main-land) this Sound 
is twelve Miles in length, running from Mavewick South- 
ward, to Scallaway Northward, and in Breadth (from 
Eaft to Weft) in fome places two Miles, in fome places one 
Mile, in fome places half a Mile, and in one place which is 
at the Deick-end of Howley near ScaUoway, not a 
quarter of a quarter of Mile, where in high Water, it 
will be five or fix Fathom, & Southward fiill deeper, till 
you come to twentie two Fathom, which is at the South 
entrie, the ground is clean, but few Ships Anchor in it, 
except in a little Bay of it, clofs under Moufe, where is a 
fmall Skerrie in the mouth of the fame, and the reafon of 
it is, becaufe it is the South way that leads to Scalloway^ 
where there is a good Road. 

To the South-Eaft, and South-South-Eafi^ of Burray, 
lyes Mavewick, Ireland, and St. Ninians Ifle, in Dun- 
rofenejs parifii, with the Interjection of the outmoft mouth 
of Clifi'Jbundj two or three Miles breadth. 
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To the due South of Burray^ lyes Hmery (an inha- 
bited Iflandy belonging to the Parifli of Burray^ a Mile 
diftant from the fame) it hath on the South, and the 
Weft, the Ocean, in length lying South-Eaft and North- 
weft, it is three quarters of a Mile, and in Breadth lying 
North-Eaft and South-weft, is not above a quarter of a 
Mile, it is all covered with Grafs : here one Ewe, hath 
very ordinarly two Lambs, and here doth no Moufe nor 
Rat live, yea its Mold or ground, hath fuch a vertue, 
that if it be carried to places where Mice and Rats abound, 
it will prefently kill them, which hath often times been 
proved. 

To the Weft of Burray^ is the Ocean, to the North- 
weft Guildirumple in Sand/ling Parifli, with the Inter- 
jection of the Mouth of a wide Firth, of feven or eight 
Miles breadth, which runs in the length of Wefdale Eaft 
North-Eaft^ as many Miles as it is broad, and divides it 
felf into many Branches or Foes. 

To the North-weft of Burray^ in the forefaid Firth, 
towards Sandjiing and JVefdcde Fariflies^ are fixteen or 
feventeen fmall Iflelands all covered with Grafs, fave one 
called Ldfiga covered with Heather, whereof three only 
are inhabited, to wit Oxney Weftward in the Ocean; 
HUdeJhay a little Eaftward of it, in the Bay ; and Papa- 
little. Southward of both : thefe three Ifles are fomewhat 
ft;ored with Conies, but of all thefe three only Papa4ittle 
belongeth to the Parifli of Burray^ and is diftant from it, 
about half a Mile of Sea; in length lying South- South- 
Eaft, and North-North- Weft is a long Mile, the Breadth 
of it is not confiderable. 

This Ifland affords good Grals for the fatning of Sheep, 
and clofe by it, betwixt it and Burray^ is the Weft way, 
that leads to the Road of ScaUoweyj always keeping the 
Caftle in fight. To the North of Burray^ lyes Tronrey 
belonging to the Parifli of Tingwall of two Mile length, 
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with the Interje&ioQ of a fmall Sound called Stream^ 
Jbund^ where is fome Tydegate running Eaft to Clift- 
faundj and Weft to Burray-foundy not a quarter of a 
Mile in length, very narrow in Breadth, at the Eaft end 
whereof, is a fmall Green Holm, and a little, to the South- 
South* Weft of it there is a Skerrie, betwixt both at high 
Water it will be three Fathom deep : Here once a Ship 
pafled through, whofe Skippers Name was Early but 
keeping too Northerly, when he entered ClifUfound 
Eaftward, the Ship funk upon a blind Rock, to this day 
called Earh Bae. 

To the due Eaft of this Stream-found^ & over Clifl^ 
founds lyes Quarfdale (almoft in the midle of the CUft- 
hills on the Continent) belonging alfo to the Pariffi of 
Burr ay y in length (lying due Eaft and Weft) it is a j oft 
mile from Sea to Sea, that is, from the Ocean on the Eaft, 
and Cliftfound on the Weft, where is the narroweft 
place of the whole Continent or Main-land of Zetland ; 
it hath on the South Sandwich Parifii, and on the North 
Tingwall Parifli. 

Here, in Eajler- Quar/y is a Chapell, how called or by 
whom it was built, is not known, only the Foundation 
with fome Rubbifli remains at this day. 

In Anno 1652 in Augti/l, the Hollands Navy by a 
tempeft of Weather, were driven into the Weft fide of 
Burrat/j where a fire Ship was wracked, and a little 
Southward of Burraf/y a man of War or two funk to the 
Bottome, the reft of the Fleet upon Life and Death 
hazarded and Ventured in amongft the fmall Ifles, to the 
North of Burray, and Anchored there, and rode fafely . 

Burray and Brejpiy are under one Minifterie, and lye 
diftant the one from the other near feven Miles South- 
weft and be Weft, and North-Eaft, and be Eaft. 
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The Defcription of Ifland of BRESSA Y. 

Chapter fourth. 

J^HIS Ifland lyeth South and North in length, and 
Baft and Weft in Breadth, the length of it is fix 
Miles, which beginneth at the Bard South-ward, ^and 
endeth at Beoajier Northward, the breadth of it is two 
Miles, which beginneth at Nefs- Sound Eaft-ward, and 
endeth at Brejfay Sound Weft-ward ; it is every where 
encompafled with the Sea, having to the Weft Tingwall 
Parifli (being a part of the Main-land, with the interjec- 
tion of the Sound) to the Soiith-weft Cuningbrough with 
the interjection of a Firth, of five or fix Miles breadth) 
which is at the South entrie of Brejfay-foundj to the 
South and South Eaft the Ocean ; to the Eaft the Ifland 
of Nojfcy with the Interjection of a fmall found ; to the 
North- Eaft the Ocean ; to the North Whalfeyy with the 
Interjection of a broad Firth Qf 12 Miles ; to the North- 
North-wefl;, Nejiing with the InterjeClion of a Firth of 
four or five Miles, in which are feverall blind Rocks and 
ShoaU, but eafiely difcemed in regard of the Brake that 
is conftantly on them, through the Seas motion. Here, 
within a Mile and a half to Brejfay^ is an Holm, called 
the Green-Holm and about three quarters of a Mile to 
the South-weft of it, there is an other Holm called the 
Holm of Beq/ler, near to the Shore of Brejfay benorth 
the which, fome fpace, there are two (eafily difcerned) 
Rocks, called the Brethren^ between them once a Ship 
was loft. 

This Ifland is Mountanous and covered with Heather 
(except Com Land, that lyeth on its Border, clofe by the 
Shore) and is good for Pafturage, the Beftial are not fo 
plentious here, as in many other places of the Countrie. 
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It hath in it two Promontories or high Hills, the one 
Named Andrew* s-Hillf at the Eaft fide, by OuUiiifburghj 
the other the Wart-Hill (which is higheft at the South- 
end by Kirkahufier) both well warted for the benefits of 
Sea-faring men. It hath in it two Churches, the one in 
the North end, at Ounielftay named St. OlkCs Church : 
the other in the Eaft fide at Cvllinfburgh^ named St. 
Marie's Church, where the Minifter hath his Manfe : 
alfo there is a Chapel in the South- South- weft fide at 
Kirkahfi/ierj Named St. John's^ but now Ruinous ; when 
or by whom they were built is not known, only the two 
forefaid Churches (where Ordinances are now fenred) 
were a little inlarged by the late Minifter. 

It hath in it five Ancient Pi6ls Houfes, one at Brought 
one at Liranefsj one at Beoct/ier, one at CiUbin/burgh^ 
and one at Nojfejound. 

It hath in it eight Loughs, of no confiderable length or 
Breadth, to wit, the Lough of Orein-Jittery the Lough of 
Brottghy the Lough of Seateer^ the Lough of Aith^ the 
Lough of Ouniel/iat/j twa Loughs of Beojier^ and the 
Lough of KeUdbuJier^ all which have fmall Brooks run- 
ning from them, and are fomewhat ftored, with Common 
Trouts and Eels. 

Here, within fight of Brejfay founds on the Weft fide 
of the Ifle, there is a ftanding ftone, ten foot of hight, 
three foot of Breadth, and feven inches thick, juft as you 
are in the midle of the Mouth of Brejfay Sounds it ftands 
to you, due North-North-eaft. 

H6re are two excellent Bayes or Roads, the one is 
named Aiths- Foe, at the North end of the Ifle, which 
opens North- Weftward, and runs up South-Eaftward, a 
Mile in length, and a quarter in Breadth, good clean 
Anchor ground, of Six, Eight or ten Fathom deep at 
high water, in the Mouth whereof lyes a round fmall 
Holm, called the Holm of Gunieljlay : the entrie to this 
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Bay or Road, is bed on the £aft fide^ betwixt this Holm 
and Aitkfnefsy for on the Weil fide towards Ounielftay 
and Beoqfler are very dangerous Shoals and blind Rocks, 
at the head of this Bay or Road in old time, Englijhmen 
had a Booth where they made fifh and exported. 

The other Bay or Road is called Brejpny Sounds 
which lyeth at the Weft fide of the Ifle, dividing it from 
the Mairirland ; the moft famous Road in all Zetland ; 
in length is near four Miles ; in Breadth, in fome places a 
Mile, in fome places half a Mile, and in fome places not a 
quarter. The South mouth of this Sound opens South- 
weft, the midle of it lyes neareft South-eaft and North- weft ; 
and the North mouth of it opens North-North-Eaft: excel- 
lent Anchor ground, where Ships may fafely ride all Wea- 
thers, in fomeplaces twelve Fathom, in fome places eighteen 
Fathom, and in fome places twentie Fathom deep at 
high water. There is no hazard in all this Bay or Sound, 
fave only one blind Rock called Loofaber^ that lyeth in 
the middle of it, benorth the Town of Lerwick^ to the 
South- weft of a little Holm, called the Holm of Cruijier ; 
and therefore when any Ships are going to or comming 
from the North, they muft hold clofe to the Weft fliore 
againft the forefaid blind Rock and Holm ; likewife, it is 
to be remembered, in the Northmoft end of this Sound, 
overgainft HeugoUj in high water there are but fixteen 
or feventeen foot Water, fo that Ships of great Burden 
cannot go out North. 

Here in old time (in years of peace betwixt Britain 
and Holland) there have been feen 12 or 15 hundred 
Sail of Hollanders Fifiiers, who did great good to this poor 
place, but now there come not above 2 or 3 hundred fail. 

Here in Anno 1640, in the Summer time, ten Spanifli 
Men of Warr (under name of Dunkirkers) furprifed four 
Hollands Men of Warr, waiting for the Bct/l Indian 
Fleet, two whereof were funk, at the Weft Shore of the 



62 ▲ DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLES 

Sound, one fled hence about eight or ten Miles North- 
weilwardy where running on Shore, her own Captain 
caufed blow her up, and the ^th was taken and carried. 

Here in Anno 1653, in May^ lay fome days the Englifli 
Fleet confifting of 94 Men of War, Deans and Monk 
were Admiralls. 

Here alfo in Ann4) 1665, in Augujl^ lay fome days the 
Englijh Fleet confifting of 92 Men of Warr, the Earl of 
Sandwich was Admiral. It is in all Zetland the Road 
moft frequented. 



The Defcription of the ISLE of NOSS. 

Chapter fifth. 

^HIS Ifland lyeth South-eaft and by Eaft, and North- 
weft and by Weft in length ; and South-weft and 
by South, and North Eaft and by North in breadth. The 
length of it is two Miles, which beginneth at Nqfse-head 
South-eaftward, and endeth at the Sound-Jide North 
weftward : and the breadth of it is about three quarters 
of a Mile, which beginneth at the Sea South weft- ward, 
and endeth at the Sea North eaft-ward. 

This is a pleafant Ifland, for the moft part covered 
with Grafs, and ftored with Beftial, and there is confider- 
able Com Land in it for fo much bounds. Here is a 
little Church or Chapel, at the Sound-Jidey built as it is 
reported by Shipwrakt Perfons, the time when and the 
Name of it is not known. At the South-Eaft end of this 
Ifland there is a high Promontorie called Nofse-kead^ the 
top whereof hangeth outwards to the Sea, and therefore 
by the Hollanders named Hang-clipj in the face whereof 
builds and Nefts the beft Falcon in the North except 
that of the Fair-IJle. 
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From this head South-weftward, not half a quarter of 
a Mile, there is a Holm fiftie Fathom high from the 
Water, and fixteen Fathom over betwixt and the Ifland, 
which no man ever could climb but one, having fixed 
fome fiakes on the brink thereof, oppofite to the Ifland, 
in comming down he broke his Neck : and on the Ifland 
fide oppofit, there are fo many flakes fixed, upon which 
there is a Rope, with a fmall Ark (called the Cradle) faft 
teafed, wherein one Man at once goes in and comes out 
of the Holm. Truely it is fuch a rare conceit, that it 
cannot well be exprefled by Words, without much cir- 
cumloquution. This Ifland is well ferved, with all fort 
of Sea Fowls, and hath on the Wefl;, BreJJay^ with the 
Interjection of a fmaU Sound called Nofse-Jbund, running 
from South to North ; a Short & a Narrow, a fliallow and 
a dangerous Sound, currented with Tyd-gate, not above 
eight foot deep at high water, and on all other parts it 
hath the Ocean. Here is no Anchoring, but in great 
Neceflitie, either befouth or benorth the Iflands, betwixt 
it and Brejfay. 



The Defcription of the Parifti of WAES in 

YE TLAND. 

Chapter fixth. 

^HE united Churches of Walls in the Mainland^ are 
Walls and Sandis Iflands, Papa^ and jPa/a, WaUs 
being the Weftmofl; Parifti in the Ifland of Yetland : the 
Church of the fame is called St. Pauls Church. There 
is an Ifland Wallaye^ lyiiig South-weft from the faid 
Church, and a Sound betwixt them very commodious for 
Ships: there are two Entries to the Harbour, the one 
from the South, entring North, where is to be obferved. 



64 A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLES 

that thofe intending for WaUeys-foundy they mud fteer 
to the Weft of a Rock which will be vifible to them, and 
no hazard but what is feen, the water being deep enough 
for any Merchant Ship, and the Port fecure for Shipping, 
either Summer or Winter. The Produfts of the faid 
Port being Herring, which are ordinarly taken in the 
Moneths of June^ July and Augujl ; alfo Codlings, 
Lings, through the whole year. The other is called the 
Wejler-found^ entering the fame Port which entereth 
from South-weft to North-eaft, but is not to be entered 
without a Pilot. 

There are feveral Lochs in the Mountanous places, 
almoft Barren, except fome Gray-coloured Trouts. 

The liland oi Fula lyeth twentie Miles diftant from 
the Weftem found of Walaye weft;, where there is no 
Harbour, Road nor Anchor ground for Shipping in Sum- 
mer, and much lefs in Winter, being furrounded with the 
Rageing Seas. The Ifland is exceeding High, Moun- 
tanous and Rocky, and there is little Arable ground in 
the fame, but not profitable for Pafturage, the Manured 
little, but yet fruitfuU, the produft of the place is Stockfifh 
and Feathers. 

Sand-nefs lyeth North from Waeh fix Miles, where 
there is. no Harbour for Ships, but the Ground is fertile 
of Bear and Oats. Betwixt Sand-nefs and Papa is a 
Sound of a Mile in breadth, entering North-Eaft from 
the Ocean, having a Reif of Rocks on every fide, with 
two little Ifles, the mid Channel is to be keep'd, where 
there is no hazard, the water being fufficiently deep, but 
no Paflage for Ships betwixt either of the Ifles and the 
Shore. 

Hamnorvoe in Papa enters from the Sea, on the 
South fide of the liland, and goes North-eaft, dangerous 
to purfue without a Pilot, there being feveral turnings and 
Shoals a little after the entrie, but the Harbour it felf is 
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fecure for Shipping, Summer and Winter. Houjfo-voe 
on the North fide of the Ifland, entering South-weR, a 
Summer Harbour: Another Harbour, called CuUe-voe 
half a Mile Wefter from that Port, entering due South 
without hazard, keeping the mid Chanel, a fecure Harbour 
for Ships both Summer and Winter. 

The Produ6ls of thefe Harbours are the fame with 
Walleys founds the Commons of both places being 
Fifliers by Occupation. 

There are certain Rocks lying Weft from the faid 
Ifland of Papa which are vifible to Sailers, fix Miles 
which are commonly called the Weft Skerries, to which 
no Ship can approach within a Mile, without hazard, by 
reafon of the Impetuous Current and Tides at that place. 



The Defcription of DALE TINQ. 

Chapter feventh. 

jyALE TINO is fo called, becaufe it is a dale with a 
Tang or Nefs. 
This Piatt of ground, lyeth Sputh and North in 
Length, and Eaft and Weft in breadth. The length of it 
eight Miles, which beginneth at Marorfield South-ward, 
and endeth at YelUfound fide North-ward : the breadth 
of it is above five Miles, which beginneth at Golla-Firth^ 
and endeth at Gulfitter Weft-ward. 

This Plat of ground is very Mountanous and bad for 
travelling, and is covered with Heather and Mofs : here 
in old time there was but one Parifli Church, North- 
weftward at Scatjlagey called St Pauh Church, fome- 
what excentrick for the People, wherefore it was deferted, 
and is now become altogether Ruinous, but the Inhabi- 
tants here (for their better accommodation in Gofpel 

5 
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Ordinances) afterwards ere^led and built two Churches^ 
one at Olna Firth in the South end called St. Olios 
Church, and the other in the North end of Daletingj 
called St. Magnus's Church : both thefe Churches of 
late were rebuilt and inlarged by the prefent Minifter 
thereof, who conftantly vifits them per vices^ as is com- 
monly obferved through the whole Countrie, thefe 
churches are five or fix Miles difi;ant the one from the 
other. 

Here are good fi;ore of Sheep, many whereof are Scan* 
or wild. 

Here are three Ancient Pi6ls Houfes, (now ruined) 
called by the Native Inhabitants Bvrroughsj one at 
Burro-nefsy North-ward, at YelUfound fide : another at 
Burro-voey Southward at Waderjlay : and the third a 
little Holm Weftward in the mouth of Meiklerooe found 
at Boojlaye. 

Here are many fi;erile Pools^ in regard they are filled 
with Peat- water: it hath on the Sound, TingwaU and 
WeifdaUj with the Inteijeftion of the long Hill eight or ten 
Miles in length : on the South-weft Aithjting or Twat : 
on the North- weft to North, Northmaven^ with the inter- 
jection of a found, of one or two Miles breadth : on the 
North, and North and by Eaft Yell^ with the Interje6tion 
of the Sound called YelUfound^ of Miles breadth, 

where is a ftrong current of Tyd-gate, fo that a Ship 
under fail, cannot without difficulty and danger go againft 
the ftream : on the North-Eaft the Ocean, and on South- 
Eaft Nejling, with the Interjection of fix or feven Miles 
of Mountanous way. 

Here on this fide of Yellfbundj are feverall fmall Ifles, 
belonging to Dcdetingj the Nortfamoft is called little 
Rooe about a Mile in circuit ; and about a Mile from 
thence North-Eaft, lyes Br other- IJle^ about a Mile and a 
half in compafs : from thence North-eaft lyeth Onerie : 
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from thence South-Eaft lyeth Bigga, two Miles in com- 
pafs, where is a ruined Chapell, built (as is reported) by 
Shipwrackt Men, but how called it is not known ; from 
thence South eaft, lyes St. Erie, about a Mile and a half 
in compafs : from thence South, lyeth Fi/h-Holrriy about 
a Mile in compafs. From thence Weft lyes Linga^ about 
a Mile and a half in compafs. 

South-ward of which lyes a little Holm called Wather- 
Holm^ all Inhabited (fave Onerie^ Linga^ and Wather- 
Holm) and manured, but the Corns thereof are fubje6l 
to be blafted ; all of them are covered with grafs, and are 
good for pafture. 

Here are feverall Bayes called by the Inhabitants Voes, 
very commodious for Ships : on the North-eaft, lyeth 
Collorfirth-voe^ which goeth up South and by Weft, a Mile 
within Land, of Fathoms deep : from hence North- 
weft and by weft two Miles, lyes Dales-voe, which goes 
up South-weft a Mile and a half, of Fathoms deep in 
flood ; in high Winds, it is dangerous to purfue either, in 
regard of the Whirl-winds, that come from the fteep 
Mountains on either fide of them. From thence North a 
little, lyes Swini/ier-voey which goes up half^ a mile within 
Land, of Fathoms deep. From thence Northward, 

about a Mile, lyes Firths-voe^ which goes up half a Mile, 
of Fathoms deep. From thence Northward, lyes 

Ghrunavoe which goes up South, about half a Mile within 
Land, of Fathoms deep. From thence Weftward, 
lyes Urkorvoe^ which goes up fouth, a Mile within land, 
of Fathoms deep. From thence two Miles, lyes Lax- 
voe which goes up South-eaft, a Mile within Land, of 
Fathoms deep. From thence South-ward, two Miles, 
lyes Hard-wellvoe, which goes up South-eaft;, half a Mile 
within land, of Fathoms deep : and alfo Scatt/iat/es- 
voe and Breoy running up Southerlye a large way within 
Land ; -all excellent Harbours for Ships, where the ground 
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is clean & fomewhat deep ; for at Brea^ the Hamburger 
or Bremer Merchants ufe to lye with their Ships yearly 
in the Summer time for makeing of Fifli : About half a 
Mile from thence South-ward, lyeth a Large Ifland called 
Meikle-Rooey about fourteen Miles in compafs, in it are 
twentie four fteril Pools : this Ifle is good for paflure & 
ufeth to have many Sheep upon it : here in this Ifle on 
the Weft fide of it lyes a good Harbour called Hams of 
Booe^ fo ftrongly fortified & fenced by Nature, that no 
Wind or ftorm can wrong any Ship that lyeth in it. On 
South- fouth weft of this Ifland, there is a Firth or an Arm 
of Sea, the mouth and entrie whereof is called Swarback- 
fmeen^ which goeth up fix Miles, within land, wherein 
are fix Harbours or Bayes going up Eaftward, to wit 
Oon'Jirth'VO€y Ollna-firthrvoe^ Watherjiaye-voe^ Burro- 
vocy Sfc. there is a divifion by a fmall parcell of ground, 
betwixt the Seas of the North Parifli and the Weft Sea. 
Daleting is in Form like a Trapeza. 



The Defcription of YELL-ISLAND. 

Chapter eighth. 

'T^HE learned Mr. Robert Mauky in his Latine MS. 
concerning our Antiquities, thinks that this Ifle 
Yell^ or Zeal as fome call it, gave the Name to the 
People who firft Inhabited Zetland^ and to their Lan- 
guage alfo: from this Ifle all the Inhabitants of thefe 
Ifles in their Countrey Language call themfelves Yalts^ 
which in our Language alfo fignifies a Shetlander^ and 
their Language by themfelves is called Yaltmoly and he 
thinks this was the Thule of the Ancients, & was of all 
the Shetland Ifles the firft Inhabited, becaufe of its near- 
nefs to Norway from whence the firft Inhabitants of 
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thefe Ifles came : and tho he acknowledgeth that the Ifle 
of Uriji lyeth benorth it, and is a more pleafant Ifle too, 
yet becaufe Unjl is encompafled with a moft tempeftuous 
Sea, and only even' in our time, at certain times can be- 
come at without great hazard, therefore he makes Yell 
the Thukf which is more frequented by Merchants, and 
has a Bremer who has his abode therin, and Trades with 
the Inhabitants, Importing what is neceflkrie for them, 
which, after the Ancient way, he Barters with them for 
the Products of the Ifland : But now in our time Un/l is 
more frequented, and is better, known : the Ifle of Yell is 
ten Miles diftant from the Main-land of Zetland towards 
the North of it : it is twentie Miles in length and eight in 
Breadth as he tells us, others make it to be in length 
eighteen Miles, and Nine in Breadth. 

Some make it but flx Miles diftant from the Main- 
land : it hath three Churches in it, in which there is 
Sermon, each near eight Miles diftant from other, the 
Ifles of Samfrey^ half the Ifland of Bigga^ together with 
the Ifle of Hafcofeay all Inhabited, belong to it ; yea the 
Ifle of Fetlar was, at the Reformation and long after, a 
part of this Minifterie, which had then but one Minifter, 
though now two, and there are about twentie Chapells in 
it, and it makes a Bailliewick. 

One of the Churches is named Refurd Church, which 
lyeth in the Southmoft part of the Ifle. 

The Chief Harbours in this Ifle are by South, Burra- 
voe, Hamna-voe^ Bajia-voe and Refirth : and by North 
are Culye-voe, Hamna-voe entereth from the Eaft and 
runneth through Yell Sound. 

Northweft from Hamna-voe is an Harbour called 
Southladie^ and an other called Gravellandj the entrie 
from the South-weft, efteemed a good Harbour. 

Burrorvoej hath its entrie from the Weft. 

Rae-Firth'Voe hath its entrie from the Eaft. 
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SyHorfirth-voe in the midle of the Ifle hath its Entrie 
from the Eaft. 

Culy-voe hath its entrie alfo from the Eaft. In the 
Northmoft part of the Ifland Ghujhvoe hath its entry 
from the North. 

Yell lies North-Eaft and by Eafl from the Main : it is 
more moffie than the other Ifles, tho there is in it feme 
good Pafturage and Com Land, to the Eaft of it lyes 
Hafcqfea^ two Miles long ; and to the South-weft 
Samphra one Mile long ; to the Weft, South weft Big-ga^ 
a Mile and a half long, all pleafant and well GrafTed, and 
has much Fewel : all of them fit for Fifhing. 

Fetlar lyeth South eaft from the Ifle of Yell^ it hath a 
Promontorie in it called Standbrugh Nefs ; it is a 
Baillierie : it runs Eaft by South, and Weft by North : it 
has no Harbour for Ships, but Creeks for fmall Boats, 
there is one Church in it for Sermons, and it hath ten or 
eleven Chapells. 

The Defcription of NOR TMA VEN Parilh. 

Chapter ninth. 

^OR THMA VEN is the Northmoft part of the 
Main-land of Zetland^ bounded on the South- South- 
Weft, with St. Magnuses Bay : on the Weft and North 
with the Ocean : on the North-Eaft with a part of Yell- 
found: on the Eaft and South with DaleHng, from 
which it is divided by a Narrow piece of ground, called 
Mavis grindf where the land is fo narrow, that a man 
may eaft a ftone over from the one Sea to the other, be- 
fide which there is an Harbour called Mangafeter-voe^ 
entering at the South-weft : about five Miles from this, 
are three Harbours, all three opening to the South- Weft ; 
the firft called Gundqfetter'^voey a good Harbour, but a 
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bad entrie to unknowing Sailers, by reafon of fome hidden 
Rocks, that lye in the mouth thereof : the other Hamelf- 
voej a Secure Harbour, and a good entrie : the North moft 
is a Summer Harbour called Hilfwick-voe, where an 
Hamburgh Ship lyeth for tranfporting the commodities 
of the Country, befide which there is a Church for 
Sermon called St Olios Church, Weft and North-weft 
from this, there is a little Ifland called the Ifle of StenneSj 
befide which Scots Ships were ufed of old to lye for 
taking of Fiihes. North-Eaft from Stennes lyeth Hamnor 
vocy opening at North-North- weft^ a bad entry to Stranger- 
Seamen, by reafon of fome hid Rocks, which lye in each 
fide of the entrie. In the midle of the faid Pariih lyes an 
high and large Mountain called Ronife^hilly otherwife 
Bleaubarg, twenty Miles in Circuit, upon which are 
twentie fmall Lakes, or rather large Pools of Water, out 
of which runneth a bourn or rivulet which breedeth ftore 
of fpeckled Trouts. South to the faid Hill, at the foot 
thereof, the Sea runneth up into the Land full four Miles, 
which is called Ronis-voe^ and could Harbour many Ships, 
were it free from the Flams of Wind, which come from 
the Mountain : to the North of Ronife-hillj lyeth Northr 
Rue^ where are two fummer Harbours, the one called 
Sandrvoey opening at the North North wefi;, the other 
called Burra-voey entering to the North. There is an- 
other Church alfo in the faid Parifli, called St Magnus 
Church ; the Air is wholfome, but the Soil naturally 
Barren, bearing but little Corne, the want whereof is 
fupplied from Orknay and Scotland: this place- of the 
Country breeds good Falcons, and ftore of other Fowls, 

There is a fmall Ifle on the Weft fide of this Parifli, 
called the Ifle of Niben^ which feedeth good Sheep, and 
breeds fuch ftore of Fowls, as you may gather in the 
fummer time Loads of Eggs, and yet leave enough be- 
hind for the Fowls to Hatch. 
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There are many Eagls and Ravens here, but no 
Venemous Bead nor a Frog to be found in this Parifti. 
The principal Commodities are oyl, Butter, Herring, 
Wool, White Fifli, Hides, and Courfe Stockings. 

The Inhabitants are Hofpitable, fubtile, given to flat- 
terie. Their ordinary Drink is Blende which is made of 
the Milk that remains of Churned Butter, being clarified 
and Barrelled up for Winter. 

There are no Antient Monuments here, except fome 
old Ruinous Houfes, built of dry done, called Pi&s hxmfes 
or BrougltSf and fome old Ruinous Chapells, built as is 
fuppofed by Ship-broken Merchants in the days of fuper- 
ftition, of which there is one called the Crofs-kirk^ where 
the fuperftitious Commons of old ufed to frequent in the 
(ilence of the night, each carrying their Candles with 
them, and then feafled and fported until day, but this 
fuperftitious Cuftome is now banilhed. 



The Defcription of the Ifland of UNST. 

Chapter tenth. 

IJNS T is the Northmoft Ifland of Zetland^ lying on 
the fixtie one degree of Latitude: from the South 
part to the North, which is the length of it, it is eight 
Miles, and the broadeft part of it will not exceed four 
Miles. The chief Harbour is called Uzea founds an ex- 
cellent large Harbour, not much inferiour to Brejfay- 
founds it flows South- South-Eafl;, of nine Fathoms deep, 
and very good Anchor ground at the Bottom. This 
Harbour has three entries, one lyes toward the Eafl, called 
Skuda founds having two Holms to the South, the one is 
Orunziey the other Weather- Holm^ good for Pafturing 
of Sheep and other Beftial : the fecond entrie lies toward 
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the South, called Col-grave found : and the third lies 
toward the Weft, called Bluma founds in which there 
runs more than an Ordinarie Current, North and South, 
and it flowes an hour fooner than at the Uzeajbundy 
though it be fcarce two Miles diftant from it. Upon the 
South-Eaft part, there lyes an excellent little Ifle called 
Uzea, fertile in Corn and Beftial, which is divided from 
Unjl by Uzeafbund, and 'tis thought this Ifle gives 
Name to Uzeorfound. 

Upon the eaft part of Unjij there is a little Caftle called 
MowneJSj built by Lawrence Bruce fometime of Culti- 
malindie, having a little Creek contiguous to it call'd the 
Hamne of Mownsfs^ having its entrie toward the North- 
eaft, in which Boats may ly fafe, but it is not an Harbour 
for Ships. 

In the middle part of this Ifle of Unjl^ there is another 

excellent Harbour caUed Balta-found^ which takes its 

Name from a little Ifland called Balta, on the Eaft, con- 

fifl;ing of a Mile in length, and near a quarter of a Mile 

in breadth, notable good, for grazing of Oxen, Kine, 

Sheep, and other Beftial, and very well ftored with 

Rabbets, but there grows no Com in it : there is an old 

Chapell here, called St. Sineva's Chapell. This Baltor 

Jbund is an excellent fafe Harbour, about eight fathoms 

deep, and good Anchor ground ; in length a Mile, and in 

Breadth half a Mile, it hath two entries, one to the South, 

of a confiderable Breadth and deepnefs, fo that any firft 

Rate Ship can come in ; another towards the North, 

Narrow, Shallow, Rocky, only for fmall Ships : Upon the 

South part of BaUa Sounds there lyes a fmall Ifle caUed 

Huny^ good for Pafture, but not for Corns : in time of 

Lent, the Inhabitants find abundance of Shell Fifties, fuch 

as they call Cullzeoks, Smirlings, Cockles, Spouts and 

Mufcells in this Harbour. 

North-ward from this, the fpace of a Mile, there is a 
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large Bay called Haralds-week-JSay the entrie of which 
lyesy Eaft-South-eaft full of Hidden Rocks, in no wayes 
good for Ships. 

Upon the North fide, there is an old Chapell called the 
CrqfS'Kirkf and he that will fail to the Crqfs-Kirkj will 
undoubtedly meet with a great one : at the head of this 
Bay, there is abundance of Spout Fifli, in time of Lent : 
and towards the South weft, there lyes a high Hill called 
HaraldS'hillj or the Hill of Harolds week^ full of Rocks 
and great Stones. 

To the North of this, almoft another Mile, lys the Bay 
of Norweek, the entrie of this lyes to the North-eaft, of a 
great deepnefs, but not fafe for Ships to Harbour in, by 
reafon of its narrownefs^ having many blind Rocks in it, 
and in foul weather an extraordinary great Sea leads it. 
Upon the North* part of the entrie of this Bay, called the 
Skae of Un/i, there is a great current, that runneth North- 
eaft, and South-eaft ; much refembling that of Soumbroch 
head, haying a Uttle green Holm, to the North, called the 
Holm of Skae : upon the fouth fide of this Bay ftands an 
old Chapell, called St. Johns Chapel, but commonly the 
Kirk of Norweekj and upon the North fide of it, there is 
a great high Hill, called Saxorvord^ having on the top a 
great hole downward, of an extraordinary deepnefs, which 
the old inhabitants call Saxiefdoor^ in which (fay they,) 
the Oiant Saxie lived of old ; and a little from this to the 
North-eaft, there is a great Hollow Rock, which they call 
Saxies Bottle^ having a Hole in the Bottom, through 
which the Sea enters, that all the Tinkers in this Country 
cannot help, which Bottle will contain more Beef and 
Mutton (if well packed) at one time, than Unft is able to 
fpend in a twelve Month. 

Three miles weftward from this, there is yet a Bay, 
called JBurra-Firthf the entry of which is very deep and 
fandie ground, but towards the Shore is very Shallow : 
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upon the Weft fide of the Bay there lye feveral Rocks, or 
Skerries, which Seiches frequent in the Moneth of Novem- 
ber, and the Inhabitants negle6l not to wait upon them to 
kill them, the Skins they fell, but the Bulks they fait, and 
in time of Lent, they eat them as fweetly as Venifon. At 
the head of this Bay, Southward, there lys a great Loch 
of three Miles in length, but not half a Mile in Breadth, 
in which there is abundance of fraall Trouts, Eels and 
Flouks. 

There is a little Holm in the midft of this Loch, having 
a Skeo in it, in which the Owners ufe to dry their ftock 
fifh and Vivda^ i : e. flefh dryed without being falted. 

Upon the Weft fide of Un/lj there is no Harbour at all, 
but great Rocks, and a Roaring Ocean : there is a great 
Hill upon this Weft fide called Valla fields about two 
Miles in length, upon which there growes nothing but 
Heather : at the foot of this there is a little Bay called 
the Bay of Week, with an Entrie to the North, in which 
the fifliing Boats ufe to land, but it is not for Ships : and 
North-weft from it about a fliort Mile, there ftands a high 
Rock call'd the Vaer. * 

Unjl hath three Parifli Churches, one in the South part, 
caird Week ; another in the midle of it called Balzijiay ; 
and a third in the North part, called Haralds-week, and 
but one Minifter, who fubjoins a Complaint, that the Vicars 
of Unji, have never payed the Minifters, their ftipends, 
either compleatly or pleafantly, and with all they have 
ftoln away from the Church 300 Merks per Annum con- 
form to the A61 of Parliament, which in fine will prove 
like the Eagls Neft that was once fet on fire with a Coal 
that fticked to the flefli which was ftoln from the Altar. 

The Chief produft of this Ifland, is Butter, Fifli, Oil 
and Hides, the Corn is fo little that it cannot maintain the 
Inhabitants above four or five Moneths, at moft; the 
Chief of the Fifli is Ling, Killing and Tuflc Sfc. their 
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Beftial is Kine and Oxen and but few Sheep ; they have 
abundance of little Horfes that pafture in the Hills both 
Summer and Winter without being ilabled at all: the 
Inhabitants ufe to fifli in fmall Boats, being four or fix 
Men in them the piece, and they fell their fiflies, to the 
Bremer or Hamburgh Merchants that ufe to Traffick 
here : the Inhabitants generally are Irreligious and much 
given to Venerie, and to Tobacco, and they have a drink 
made of Milk and Water, which they call Blandy which 
in the Winter time growes four as Vinegar ; and they have 
a Language which they call Norn^ that differs from the 
Danijh : the Goverment of the Ifle is by Bailzies. 

In the Ifle of Qudlfay there is a little Hill, on the top 
of which, if you fet a Compafs, the Needle will ftand con- 
trary, the South point looking to the North, and being 
removed but two foot from that place it Hands right : and 
in the Ifle of Fetlar^ at Odjla is a Chapell, where if you 
place a Compafs, the Needle will fl:ill run round without 
refting. 



Concerning the Natural Advantages of Shetland^ for the 
Inhabitants, and their Ufefulnefs to the Crown of 
QREA T^BRITAIN. 

Chapter eleventh. 

A LBEIT thefe Ifles of Shetland lye far North from the 
Continent of ORE A T-^BRITAIN, in the Main 
Ocean ; and can have little Commerce in the Winter 
time with it, yet, Nature (by their Situation in the North 
Paflage to the Countries upon the Baltick Sea, and to 
both the Indies f and by the conveniencie of their Bays and' 
Sounds, and by the Qualitie of the Country which dif- 
pofeth all the Inhabitants to Trade, and to Fifliing) has 
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been very kind to them : they are very ufefuU to the 
Crown of BrUain, and give great Advantages to it, if 
they were improved, as they may be in the time of Peace 
for the fecuritie and relief of the Fleets which pafs that 
way. I ihall give fome Account of the Advantages Nature 
has given to the Inhabitants there, which are not a few. 

The many Winds there Purifie the Air much, fo that 
they ufually live to a great Age, in much health, except 
the fmall Pox, which fometimes rageth there : they are 
not infefted with contagious or Peftilential Difeafes : the 
Scurvie is the Difeafe they are mofl troubled with, for 
Remedie of which they abound with fuch Plants, as cure 
it, every where ; Viz. the Scurvie- Grafsy Sorrell^ the 
CreJ/eSj and Water- Pur pie or Beca-bunga, the Sedum 
Vermicularey ChamcBmorus. And the Heather ferves not 
only as a Medicine to them, but alfo with the Tops of it 
they feafon their Ale, which gives it a Brilknefs, and makes 
it keep : and befides they have moll of the Herbs which 
grow in the Neighbouring Iflands of Orkney and Feroe. 
They have abundance of Kine & Sheep, and many Shalties, 
i. e. Horfes of a fmall Size, but durable and AAive : and 
the Rocks afford them all forts of Sea Fowls, and they 
have many frefli water Fowls, fuch as are narrated in the 
Defcription of the Firth of Forthy and others of which 
there is an account in the Prodromus: they have alfo 
Domeftick Fowls, whereof they have plentie. 

They have not much Corn, but for that want, it is 
fupplied by their Trade with their Produdl. 

The Inhabitants of thefe Ifles have mod benefit by 
their fifhing, which yet in fome years is greater than in 
others, and they have not only all the Fifties whi^h fre- 
quent the Baltick Sea, but alfo thefe found in more re- 
mote Seas, by tempefts of Wind, and the Impetuous 
Motion of the Seas, are caught about thefe Ifles : and 
Tortoifes and fuch as frequent the Atlanticky are fome- 
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times caft in alive upon their ihore, and fometimes 
Tritons and Mermaids are feen about thefe Ifles. But 
their greateft profit is from the Herring Fifliing, alongft 
there Coaft, efpecially in the Moneths oiJuly and Auguji: 
the Hollanders yearly with great Fleets of Bufhes repare 
their in Juncj they begin upon the Coaft of the Ifland of 
Vn/ly and go along the Eaft fide of Shetland to Orknay^ 
and from thence over Murray Firth^ towards Yarmouth, 
upon the Coail of England^ continuing to Fifli, from the 
Summer Sol/lice to the &r& of Decemherj and at the 
fame time Employ feveral Hundreds of Doggers, for 
taking of White Fifli : for befides vafl; quantities of 
Herring taken in Shetland^ many Ships Loading of Cod 
and Ling are taken there, and befide them they take 
many Tufi^, (a rare wholfome and delicious Fiih) from 
the end of May^ at the Eaft of the Ifle of Brejfay and 
Whalfey^ and of Dunrqfenefs : the Natives themfelves 
make ufe, for their fifliing, of fmall Boats, which they call 
Yalls, about the bignefs of Oravejend Oars^ and they 
take their Ling and -their Cod with Hooks and Lines, 
they take alfo Seeths (of the Livers of which they make 
Oyl) and other fmall fifli with Angles, fitting on the 
Rocks, and in their fmall Boats with Hooks and Lines in 
the Sounds, and between the Ifles, which fmall fifli are 
confiderable: what they eat not prefently, the reft of 
them they preferve in their Skeos. 

With their fmall fifliing Boats or Yalls Rowing them 
with two Men, and fometimes four according to the 
Largenefs of the Boat, they go to the Main, about two 
or three Leagues more or Lefs, where the Banks are, 
and there they lay their Hooks and Lines for Ling and 
Cod, and ufually every Morning (that they go to Sea) 
they take about fiftie or fixtie Ling and Cod : if they 
had better Boats and tackling, they might take a great 
many more fifli of all forts : and if Magazins and Work 
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Houfes were fet up, provided with all neceflaries, it would 
much iDrich the Inhabitants, and add much alfo to the 
Revenue of the Crown. 

They tate alfo Turbet, Mackrell, Congers, and Skate, 
Sword-fifh, and Sturgeon fometimes, and many Sorts of 
Shell fifh, as Oyfters, Mufcels, Spoutfifh, Cockles, the Sea 
Locufts, and Lobfters and Crabs. 

The Land in all thefe Ifles aboundeth with Conies, 
and the Rocks with Otters, and Seiches, the Skins of 
which furnifti them with a matter of Trade. 



Of the firft Inhabitants of thefe Ifles, that they are the 
Thule mention'd by TacittcSj and how they came 
to belong to the Crown of Scotland. 

Chapter twelvth. 

^HE firft Inhabitants of thefe Ifles were a Colonic of 
the Gothsj who from the Baltick, and from Nor away, 
firft came to fettle there, and afterwards from the mark- 
ing of their Bodies with Various figures, were called Pi&s; 
that thefe Ifles were in their Pofleflion, appears from 
ClavManj in thefe Verfes of his de 3 cortfulatu^ Honorii, 
Carm : 7. 

Fad:a tut numerabat Avij quern littus adujtce 
Horrefdt Lybiae, ratihtifque impervia Thule : 
nie leves Mauros, nee /alfo nomine Piftos 
Edomuit. 

By which as the Mores were the Inhabitants of Lybia, 
fo he makes the Pids the Pofleflbrs of Thule, and the 
fame Ckmdian, IV ConfuL Honorii, Carmen : 8, tells 
us. 

Incaluit Vi&orum Janguine Thule. 
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Which confirms that the Pi&s were Inhabitants there. 
Befide, Conradus Celtesy in his iter Balticunij points at 
Shetland to be the Thule^ more direftly thus, 

Cogor ad j4rd:oum pergere forte Sinuni 
Orcadibus qica cinSta Juts Thule, 

This is the Thule mentioned by Tacitus^ Vita Agri- 
colcB Cap. 10. treating of Caledonia^ Han^ oram nomjjimi 
Marisy tunc primum Romana Clajsis circumveQ:a Infu- 
lam ejfe Britanniam adjirmavitj ac Jimul incognitas ad 
id tempus Infulas^ quas Orcadas vocant, invenit domuit- 
que^ difpeSia ejl et Thule, which can be applyed to no 
Ifle, fo well as to Shetland^ which Mela placeth, Berga- 
rum littori oppojita^ which is the true Situation of it, fince 
Norway proves to be the Nerigon of Pliny^ in which 
Berga is over againft the Northmoft parts of Shetland^ 
the Norfe Language yet in ufe with the Inhabitants of 
Shetland^ and the many Brought or Piits-houfes there, 
put this out of all Queftion : fo thefe Ifles came with the 
reft of the Pi6ls Country to be under the Crown of Scot- 
land ; in after times the Norwegian Pirats feafed them, 
from whom they were afterward recovered, and upon the 
Marriage of King James the third, were given up with 
Orknay to our King, and were fince annexed by A61 of 
Parliament to the Crown. The Leam'd Lawyer Sir 
Thomas Craig has given an account of this Right of the 
Crown to thefe Ifles, thus. Si res ex jure agatur^ pro- 
fed;o Sf Orcadas Sf Shetlandiam ad Scotiam pertinere^ in- 
dubium ejt^ fed invalefcentibus Danorum armis^ cum fere 
omnia niaria ClaJJibus occuparent^ Jilvis rnatertam 
ahunde fufficientibusy Dani Sf Norvegi, vi Sf armis earum 
Infularum Imperium Jibi vendicarunt^ Sf Norvegi Occi- 
dentales Infiilas^ Hi tamen eodem modo eas rejiituerunt, 
quo acquijiverant* Illi vero Orcadas Sf Schetlandiam, 
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pojij cum Margarita Jacob! tertii Conjuge ^ Chriftiani 
primi jilia in dotem dederunt^ fuh pad;o de revertendo^ 
ut noJlH loquntur^ cut etiam reverfioni pojtea renuntior 
runtj ex vi et tenore fcederis illiusy quod inter Sereni/Zt- 
mum Prmcipem Jacobum quartum, 4" ChnAieLnumJecun- 
dum Danorum Regem intercejjit^ Alexandri^^we fexti 
Rom. Pont, autoritate confirm>atumj Sf in a&a Regiftri 
Romanae curice relatum. 

The Civil Government of thefe Ifles of old was under 
a Foudrie^ there was one who was the Great Foude (in 
the time the Norvegians poffeffed thefe Ifles) who had 
the fame power which our Stewarts and Sheriffs now have, 
in judging both Civil and Criminal A6lions, he governed 
the whole Country, having ten Fouds under him, that is 
Bailies, & there were fo many Railleries in the Country : 
once in the year, the Great Fotide, did conveen all the 
Udalers and Heritors anent the Affairs of the countrie, 
the place of their meeting being the Holm beneath the 
Manfe of Tingwall^ which retaineth llill the Name of 
Tinga Holm^ or the Court Holm^ where they fate in the 
open fields, in the Lawting. When any of the Parents 
or Mafters of the Families died, the Minifter, the Foude, 
and fome honefl: Men, conveened at the Airv-hoyfe, the 
place of their Meeting, where by a Shundbill or Decreet, 
they ordered the Youngefl; to have the dwelling houfe, and 
the reft, both of Moveables and Heretage, was divided 
Gavel kindj Jine difcriminey Jexus vel cetatis^ and the 
Judge the Foude, for his part, had the beft Grip, and yet 
as Bailie hath his Cuftell-penny. Their Laws were thefe 
of St. Olla, whom the Natives have in great efteem : he 
was one of the Kings of Norway, of whom ftrange things 
are reported, in their Songs they have of him, call'd Vijicks, 
Some ftatutes alfo concerning their Sheep were made by 
Hagen, Duke of Norway, Son to King Magnus, as may 
be feen in the Defcription of the Feroe Ifles, page 228 : 

. 6 
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thefe were directed to the Bifhop of Feroe and to the pro- 
vrndal Judge of Hetlandf for the determining controver- 
fies amon^ the Commonalitie, dated at Opjle^ anno 
1040. 

Since the year 1669» when it was ere6ted with Orkney 
in a Stuartrie, the Government is by a Stuart, the fiBuoDe 
that is alfo Stuart of Orknay^ who deputeth one or more 
Deputies, and fo many Bailies under him, and he names 
one to be Admiral Deputie, who takes : care of what be- 
longeth to the Admirality. And he who is CommiiTarie 
of Orknmf has jurif diction in Shetland alfo, who has his 
Deputies, and takes cognizance of what is proper to that 
Court. The Seat of Juftice, is the Caftle of ScaUowatfy 
where two Head Courts are kept, one at Chriflmals, the 
other at Hallowmafs, befide Circuits and other particular 
Courts : the Bailies are fubftitute in each pari(h for decid- 
ing fmaller affairs of Neighbourhood betwixt Man and 
Man. 

The Ecclefiaftick Government in thefe Ifles, was an 
Arch-deanry a dignity by it felf. Independent of Orkney^ 
the refidence of the Arch-dean was at TingwalL He had 
many Lands belonging to it, both in Orkney and Shet- 
land. Since it hath been annexed to the Bifhoprick of 
Orkney. Now under Prefbyterie the Minifters (in 
Number eleven) meet four times a year, viz. on the firft 
Wednejday of each Quarter, each of them hath large 
bounds, and two or three Churches, in which they preach 
on the Sundays per vices^ which makes their toil great : 
their Maintenance is by Tithes, either Vicarage or Urnboth 
Tithes, the Vicarages fome of them are in the hands of 
Lay- VicarSy or of the Minifters themfelves, the Umboths 
belonging to the Crown. 
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